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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(Bl essing given by Joseph Akpik.)
MR TIMHOLDER: Vell, ny name is Tim
Holder. And I'mw th the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Management, Regul ation, and Enforcenent, used to be called
M neral s Managenent Service, MV5. And we're here to talk
about what we call our five-year program which is
required by law that every five years our agency needs to
have a programfor what kind of |ease sales we m ght have
in our different planning areas. And our planning areas
that are up here are the Beaufort Sea planning area and
t he Chukchi Sea planning area.

And part of the process is we wite a
programmatic environnmental inpact statement under the
National Environnental Policy Act. And the first step of
that is to hold what we call a scoping neeting, whichis
just to get ideas fromthe public about whatever concerns
they have that are related to these things. And of
course, the primary thing that can come out of these --
this five-year programis ultimately oil and gas |easing
for oil and gas offshore. And the offshore is the Quter
Continental Shelf, which is three mles seaward.

Just to give you sone context, first cones the
five-year program and we end up -- after the scoping
meeting, we get the draft environmental inpact statenent.
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W come back for nore neetings. Then we do a final EIS,
then we -- that goes ultimately to the Secretary of
Interior who deci des whether and how nmany | ease sales to
put into the plan.

Now, once we have the plan, it doesn't
necessarily nean that they will follow through on those
| ease sales. Usually they do. The current programwe are
inright now, after the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, he
pul | ed back the | ease sales that were pending in the --
the two in the Chukchi and the two in the Beaufort. So
that usually doesn't happen, but it did happen. So --

But if we hold | ease sales that are off of the
five-year program then if there is bidding on |eases and
you have wi nning | eases, then oil and gas conpani es can
then apply for permts to go out and explore, and if they
find resources, then they will maybe apply for permts for
production facilities, and then they woul d build whatever
resource and then we issue nore permts after that. So
there is lots of steps that take lots of tine to go
t hr ough.

So with that kind of context -- and this is
different than our neeting that we had in Novenber. This
is different pieces of our process, but -- so I'll just

open it up for any comments that you have.
MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Joseph Akpik. | reside
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in Barrow and cone here working on ny line of work. But |
do want to conment on this five-year plan on the |ease
sale in Chukchi Sea. And |I've worked -- |'ve worked in
Shell G| in that popcorn and burger project, and |'ve
seen at that particular tine in 1988, that was a good
year. And | see the operations and it worked out good,
but it's -- there were --

Sone things that we faced was the high
rough waters. And at one time we alnost lost our drilling
rig, the Discovery, and it was a bad storm And so we
broke -- there were two broken -- two broken strands of
anchors on that drill ship. And that's how strong the
wi nds had gone that particular season. And so we |ost
sone anchors, and it was something that we had to face.
And | don't know where -- and | did not very well agree
with disposing drilling fluid onto Chukchi Sea. And these
are sone of the things.

| guess it was the first project that I was on
And | certainly do not want to see another project that's
disposing drilling fluids, especially with toxic chemcals
that does. And | don't care if it's -- if the drilling
mud has been approved by your agent, but it's very well
likely that it's -- it can harmour sea nmanmals. And so
this is what -- that hopefully that we have inproved sone
of these -- sone of these efforts to drill.
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And another thing that 1'd like to bring is are
we going to be nonitoring the current, ocean current?
Wiich way is it going? Howfast is it going? Have we
done enough studies on our ocean to see if we can handl e
these drill ships or whatever this five-year plan that we
are tal king about?

So the ocean current and the weather, it rules
us, us in -- us Eskims up here because we respect nature.
Ve follow the nature. W respect the nature. And if it's
bl owi ng snow, if it's rough waters, we don't go out. And
we are very limted. And hopefully it does not inpact our
sea mammal s.  So these are some of the things that we have
to think about and do a bit nore study.

Another thing is ice movenent. That's a very,
very risk to be out and drilling. And let alone, it's --
when you run those exploratory things on -- it doesn't go
wel |, either. There are a |ot of studies that got to be
done. And of course, we all seen the Gulf -- Qulf of
Mexico's oil spill, and we don't ever want to see that
because if we ever do see that, it will affect the four
countries: Russia, Geenland, Canada, Anerica under the
polar cap. And if that current runs around in the polar
cap and we have got a spill, that's going to inpact al
four countries. And |'msure President Obama has given
sone directions to have good relations with the four
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countries.

So these are sone of the things that we have to
consi der, please, before we can try any of these.

O course, we can do some exploration, but do
away some of those risks, like I'msaying, the ocean
currents, ice novement. W have an agent, NOAA Nationa
Cceani ¢ Atnospheric Agency. They can have a satellite
view of the ice movenent, which way is the ice novenent
going. And so these are sone of the technologies. W can
run the popcorn to test the current. Have we ever run any
popcorn to test the ocean current? | would like to have
sone answers in this particular hearing that we have here.

And that's all | have. Joseph Akpik, former
borough assenbl yman, forner Arctic Slope board of
directors, and former executive council for Inupiat
Community of the Arctic. Thank you.

MR TIMHOLDER Well, I'Il try to answer
a few of those questions. Qur agency, since the '70s, has
been doi ng environnental studies of all the matters of the
environment, including what we call physical oceanography,
which is of the currents and wind direction and ocean
current direction. And we have collected a |ot of data.

W still collect data because things can change,
obviously. The amount of ice cover and the extent of ice
cover is, you know, changing, particularly in the |ast
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ten, 15 years. And they incorporate this data into nodels
that if you had spills fromany particular point, it would
show where the oil would hit the shoreline. So that's --
that's part of what they do.

W -- our agency does -- in fact, one of mny jobs
is to represent our agency with what's known as the Arctic
Council. It's made up of eight Arctic nations. W

coll ect data, environnental data

Well, there are six working groups. One is
focused on col l ecting environmental data, including
physi cal oceanography for the whol e circunpol ar area.
There is one working group that's for energency
preparation and preparedness. And that's to have
cooperation fromnation to nation. Well, first of all, to
prevent any kind of oil spill and, second of all, to
cooperate with each other if there was an oil spill. So
you know, when you've got neighboring nations, Canada to
US, US to Russia, Russia to Norway, and so forth,
that's how that works.

Let's see. | think your points on the
discharges are wel|l taken. |1'mdefinitely not an expert
in that area. Those permts, the national pollution --
NPDES, National Pollution Discharge Elimnation System
permts are run by EPA, and the idea is to mnimze toxic
pol lutants fromgoing into the water. And we -- our
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agency cooperates with EPA on those permts that are
related to operations on the Quter Continental Shelf.

So one of the studies related to toxic
pol lutants that has been going on for, let's see, | would
say a good three years in the Chukchi Sea is baseline
studi es, including heavy netals and POPs and those kind of
things to measure against if there were -- once operations
get going out in the Chukchi to, you know, have a baseline
to check against any potential effects that m ght occur
after.

And we have worked with the -- the scientists of
the North Sl ope Borough on devel opi ng our studies,
particularly with respect to bowhead whal e studies, nmarine
mammal studies, you know. Suyedam and the other guy,
Craig Ceorge, worked a lot with them And Shell has
given, | think, the North Sl ope Borough $5, 000,000 to do
environnental studies, and there are some prelimnary
tal ks about sort of maximzing their -- that study -- or
the studies can be done out of that noney with the studies
that we have with our noney so that we can kind of
maxi m ze the effect of our studies.

So anybody else? Did that get to all -- | think
that got to the ones | caught.

MR JOSEPH AKPI K Yeah, the elimnation
of those. Thank you.
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MR TIMHOLDER: But those are very
i nportant points. Co ahead.

MR RAYMOND AGWLUK: M name is Raynond
Aguvl uk, A-GUV-L-UK, and | work for ny Native Village
of Wainwight as an EPA. And | need, like, nore

information about -- you guys mail themto ny box nunber
or to Native Village of Wainwight, Box 143, Wi nwi ght,
Al aska 99782. | think | wote it down. Let me check.

So -- and | just started working Novenmber, so --

MR TIMHOLDER Ckay. So you are new in
your position, then.

MR. RAYMOND AGWLWK: | know Shel |l was
here all summer with us, you know. | was working for them
this sumer as a radio operator, conmcenter. And they
had a little bit of problems, you know, trying to do
seism c because the ocean and, you know, the w nd don't
mat ch toget her.

So I"'mglad Sal azar stopped the drilling next
year, right? That's what | heard. So he stopped drilling
up there. So |I'mhappy, you know. W don't want to see
oil spill like -- I mean, what about if we got an oi
spill; what you guys going to do with our people? | mean,
we eat fromout there, you know. And you guys going to
send us chicken or steak? No way. W |ove our garden out
there, so --
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And send ne all that information about you guys'

deal so | could obtain ny council, you know. |'m hoping
we have a meeting pretty soon, so -- if | got any
questions, I'Il call Mke here, so --

MR MKE HALLER Pl ease.

MR RAYMOND AGWWLUK: When are you guys
going to start the five-year plan?

MR TIMHOLDER R ght now. That's what
this meeting i s about.

MR RAYMOND AGWLUK:  Wth no peopl e?

MR TIMHOLDER This neeting is a little

rough because we weren't planning it till alittle bit
later in the week, but we got weathered out fromgetting
into Point Hope or Point Lay, so we tried to get -- as

best we could, get the word out.

MR RAYMOND AGWLUK: | nean, people are
spoiled with door prizes. |If you had door prizes, this
place would be full, like buy diesel for them or
sonet hi ng.

MR MKE HALLER W do have one. Here
you go.

MR TIMHOLDER: Joseph, he had told us
about door prizes and how inportant they are. So
Joseph --

MR JOSEPH AKPIK:  What? This is ny
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prize?
TIM HOLDER:  You have to shake ny hand
for the photo.
JOSEPH AKPIK:  Am | eating chicken now
al ready?
TIM HOLDER: Even better than chicken.
JOSEPH AKPIK: | got a door prize
already. Carrot cake. Yeah, good for ny eyesight. WII
that help with ny eyesight? Thank you.

MR. ROB MOWHORTER: That's from Barrow.

MR TIMHOLDER W brought that all the
way fromBarrow. W inported it at great expense, great
expense.

2% 3 3

MR. RAYMOND AGWLUK:  So |'mjust |earning

about EPA's steps, so I'mstill going to -- ny boss is
com ng from Anchorage, going to train ne some nore next
week. Hopefully this week. So I'll be available if you
guys -- if you guys don't contact Ira, you could ask for
Raynmond, you know, if you guys start com ng back. So I'll
be happy. | want to conmunicate wth you guys, you know.
So --

MR TIMHOLDER: W will accept comments
t hrough March 31st.

MR RAYMOND AGWLUK:  So maybe -- did you
guys nail those comments to each box hol der, or no?
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MR. TIMHOLDER Ch, once we receive the
comments - -

MR MKE HALLER You want a formto send
to each box nunber?

MR. RAYMOND AGWLWK: |f you guys mail
them sone people will fill themout, you know.

MR TIMHOLDER W can do that.

MR. RAYMOND AGWLWK: Al right. Thanks.

MR TIMHOLDER Thank you. W wll be
back in sonme months down the road for another round of
public neetings with the draft environnental inpact
statenent.

MR RAYMOND AGWLWK: So are you guys
going to work with the village corporation and the city
council or --

MR TIMHOLDER No. W haven't had -- we
have had government to governnent neetings, or tried to
have them but -- and we will -- let's say today we didn't
make it with the Wainwight for governnent to government,
but we will try to make up for this by doing one over the
phone that we w |l arrange.

MR. RAYMOND AGWLUK: | wish there was
more people, you know, SO --

MR TIMHOLDER  \When we were here in
Novenber, there were, |ike, 25 people, so this whole area
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was filled up. So -- all right.

MR RAYMOND AGWLUK: Yeah, thanks.

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK: My nane is
Marjorie Angashuk. | used to work for -- fire station for
Vi nwight Fire Departnent for 20 years. And then after |
retired, they want nme to cone back for five nore years. |
say I'mgoing to drop dead. | don't want to. So | find
out -- I find out nyself in a hard way, and | was thinking
like this and | say, oh, ny God, everything sure change.

Wien | was growi ng up, there used to be all
kinds of animals. Nowadays when we get to our age, not
enough. And then when | went to Barrow for Elders'
conference, | listened to sone of the stories. | know
that there is lots, lots, and lots of El ders conplaining
where is our animal. W don't want to eat hanburger. We
don't want to eat French fry. W don't want to eat
chicken. W want to eat Eskim food on our own way. And
| told themyeah, everything is changed around.
| notice ice is changing different. The weat her

is changing. The animals is changing. Were are they go?
They are gone. \here is the caribou? Hardly any. W
used to get how many when | was growi ng up, but nowadays
we only get only one. Nowadays. W used to go fox,
trapping with ny dad. | used to be a trapper with ny dad.
Lots of fox: Red fox, white fox, gray fox, blue fox, any
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kind of fox. M dad was a trapper, and | have to cook
sonething for himwhile he's trapping around.

But anyway, | just want to let you know why the
world is changing around and hardly any ani mal s coni ng
this way. Thank you.

MR TIMHOLDER: | have a question for
you. The animals you nmentioned were |and aninals.

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK:  Yeah.

MR TIMHOLDER: Wuld you say the sane
thing about the marine mamal s?

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK:  Yeah.

MR. TIMHOLDER  Same thing?

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK:  Yeah, same thing.
Al'l kinds of animal, polar bear, fox, walrus, seal, ducks
and all those.

MR TIMHOLDER: Birds?

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK:  Not enough. |
just wanted to | et you know. Thank you.

MR TIMHOLDER Yep. Thank you. W
don't do studies, by and large, for land nammals. There
are other agencies that do those kind of studies, but
the -- we do waterfow and then marine mammal s and fish
and those kind of things. So we try to keep track of
what' s goi ng on.

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK: My dad used to be
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a hunter, hunting everything. But now he's gone.

MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: |I'mstill gathering
my thoughts. Terry Tagarook. |'mretired. Wat |'ve
| earned, what |'ve learned fromthe past and frommny
El ders, the late Uncle Greg Tagarook read a scripture from
the Bible, and it was before whaling season. It said that
the animals that God created for the North Slope residents
and that those are the aboriginal people, indigenous
people that were -- that mgrated fromacross, and then we
ended up here. They ended up here, and that's where we
grew up.

He said they said to take care of the aninals
and they will multiply. And they had. And then those
darn whal ers, Yankee whalers, started com ng around and
al nost depl eted the whaling population until they had no
use for the baleen or the blubber. And fromthat, you
know, we were taught to respect our |and aninmals, our sea
mammal s, and to show respect to our land. It wll
repl eni sh every year. So when we hunt our manmals out in
the ocean or the land aninals, we just get what we need to
sustain us for the winter, comng wnter

W have cellars in the summer that we coul d
store for this long w nter ahead when the caribou mgrate
back down south. And we hunt our sea manmals and we store
themin our cellars. And that was a way of famlies
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being -- and extended fam|ies going in one canoe or skin
boat where these famlies got together and went out and
got it. \hat they brought back with themthey divided
among the people that went along in the boat. They
shared. And sonetines they were lucky. Sonetimes they
weren't. They had not hi ng.

But what our Elders and our forefathers had to
| earn was they studied the skies, the ocean, the w nds,
and they |earned. And back then the ice used to be really
thick. But today it's not as thick as it used to be. It
won't hold up a 50-foot whale. It will just keep breaking
unless we find ice that's piled up on top of each other
that's thick enough to haul it up. And it's getting
harder to find ice thick enough to hold a 50-foot-plus
whale. And we were lucky to get a small whale this
spring, last spring, and a 50-footer where we -- where we
were able to pull it up.

And it seems like this climte change is
affecting the ice and late freeze up. And that's -- |
t hought we were going to have good ice this year, this
| ast year. W had good ice, but then the wind cane around
and blew that ice all the way out, almst to the shore.
And when the southwest or west wind came in, the ice piled
up in front of -- on the beach. And when that ice pile
up, the pressure ridges are not as thick as they used to
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be. Anost three feet, in fact. Wen you go down to the
edge of the bank, you will see howthin it is.

And climate change is affecting our walruses.
The springtime, once the ice goes out after the whaling
season, the ice goes out and doesn't cone back anynore
like it used to. But when it used to, it used to come
back in in August and, you know, just go ashore; and when
the waves start coming in, they will be just like the
breakers and keep the -- keep the banks fromeroding. But
with the ice gone, we have nore erosion nowadays.

And what -- what the oil conpanies and the other
agenci es need to do is study what our people have |earned
about our environnment. Study what is going to happen to
the food cycle of our land mammals -- | mean, sea manmal s
once that is depleted. Once sonething happens, it's not
going to cone back. And those are the very mamal s we
depend on when we are out gathering for the com ng w nter

And it's a small w ndow of when we can hunt
wal ruses. But they are coming ashore. Like when they
came ashore close to Point Lay, they -- they had no ice to
go to. They just hauled out. And that's going to be
sonething that's going to be happening nore often if the
i ce doesn't cone back

And I'mthinking that sonetime in the future the
whales will be comng through, but | don't knowif the ice
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I's going to be thick enough to hold a whale so we coul d
but cher themon the ice

And these are things that you need to study, the
food cycles of the different species in the ocean and what
effect it will have if the food cycles is disturbed.

And | woul d appreciate if the people that are
going to be doing some exploration have other people study

the ocean, the currents. | know our people here in
Vi nwright and the corporation have been doing studies on
the current with sone of the oil companies. | forget who.

But | think that's a step toward working with
the oil conpanies, working together to make things easier
for both us and themand studying the currents and
studying the winds and | earning the conditions of the sea

ice. | think that this is the way to go about it. But if
you don't listen to us, why go out and then just disturb
the cycle.

That's all | have to say. And I'm hoping that
you show respect to our |and and our sea |ike we have
al ways. Thanks.

MR TIMHOLDER Al right. Thanks.

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Joseph Akpik again. |
want to thank Terry for a good conment, for having good
relations with our tribal. And | want to make this
particul ar Executive Oder 13-175. This is a government
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to government relation which means from Departnent of
Interior to the Native Village of Winwight and not any
other entity like the North Sl ope Borough, even though the
North Sl ope Borough is under the State jurisdiction. But
the Native Village of Wainwight is under the Departnent
of Interior. So this is the government to governnent
relations to work closely with Native Village of

Vi nwight, Native Village of Point Hope, Native Village
of Point Lay.

And this is some of the things that we -- Terry
wer e saying about our good working together. And so this
Is what that Executive Order 13-175 nmeant, to have a good
wor ki ng rel ationship, work with these people, the Native
and | CAS, |nupiat Community of the Arctic Sl ope.

And so these are some of the things that we can
do because the State of Alaska is starting to get an
interest and we would like to override State of Al aska
because they only have three mles jurisdiction. The
tribal have 20 mles. The federal governnent have 20
mles [imt. Andit's going to be subject. And not with
the State. And so the State has been intervening every
whi ch way, and especially on this Arctic coastal. W
woul d like to see our good relations with the other
coastal conmunities that we can work together, along with
our agency fromthe Department of Interior. And so public
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rel ations, government to governnent relations means a | ot
to what Terry has said, and 1'mglad that he had said
t hat.

And another thing is Executive O der 12-898,
February 4, 1998, Jefferson -- President Cinton put that
executive order, environmental justice, put it. Yeah.

Let me get this straight here. Environnental justice. W
have to fol |l ow al ong, which Native Village of Vinwight
is going to follow along, which it is the policy that the
Departnent of Interior have to respect us and abide by
that executive order, environmental justice. And so
hopeful Iy our working relations can work together to nake
it work.

| know we are -- the situation we are in is very
risky in every which way. The ice -- we can see right now
when | observed coming in fromBarrow this norning, there
is an open |lead already. Mist be ten mles out. And gee
whiz. And further up north toward Barrow, there is open
| ead already. \What does that tell us? It's ready to
break open.

And so these are some of the things that's
unpredictable. It's very risky, and it's going to be very
risky for platforms. If they ever do decide to drill on
platforns, the platforms is -- | don't know what would
happen if that ice pressure puts out against the platform
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There it is. And soit's not only going to be the ice
movement. It's going to be the ice current, like | said
earlier.

And another thing that | would Iike to coment
is | hope that they don't neke the ring seals nor the
bearded seal s as an endangered species. Those are the two
species that we hunt in sunmertime, spring and sumer.
And this is nmostly our sea manmal diet food that we have,
the bl ubber. W need the blubber in order to keep warm
If | don't eat blubber, | get cold out there. | haven't
eaten bl ubber for two months. And these clothes, it don't
matter. It's cold now. |If you don't eat no blubber, if
we don't eat our Native food -- like Marjorie says, we
need our food, our Native food, blubber. This is our
survival diet.

And so hopefully you don't get that ringed sea
and the bearded seal as an endangered species. And |
woul d encourage the Department of Interior not to make it
an endangered species, neither the polar bear, because
there are plenty enough. There are. And this is why we
respect the nature. W follow nature. It tells us. |If
the current don't let us, well, we will wait for another
day. If it's blowing the wong different directions, our
lunch are not comng. The eider ducks are not com ng
Ei der ducks are our lunch. A whale is our dinner.
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And so these are some of the things that we
have -- our main diets. |If | eat a hanburger, if | eat
even beef, | get hungry after a while. But if | eat
whale, | can last for a day and a half. And so this is
the diet that we have. And so we have to preserve in
every which way we can. Thank you very much

MR TIMHOLDER:  Thank you. Well,
anybody -- we have got a small crowd here, so --

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK:  There's a | ot of
El der out in Barrow conplain about Eskim food. They get
hungry for blubber. They don't want to eat -- they get
tired of Wite people food. | don't want that. That nake
me sick. That's how cone nost of the people are dying
fromdifferent kind of food.

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  (Onesity is com ng out.
Chemcals are all in there. But we got natural food.
Thank you. GCo ahead, Marjorie.

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK: | was just sitting
by one of the Elders, and she was from Nuigsut, and she
hol | er her heart out and she asked, Cod, bring our food
back. She say, if | eat nuktuk the way you say, right, if
| eat muktuk, we won't get hungry days. Keep us warm
mukt uk.

| renmenber when | was grow ng up when | was
smal |, | used to be really cold, and | say to ny dad, Dad,
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"'mcold. | goin the sleeping bag, | want to run around
the little house, and he woul d cut a piece of muktuk for
me, blubber, and | lay in the bed and then | go like this
[denonstrating] and | start getting hot. That nade me
feel so good. | still renmenber the way | was grow ng up.
Nowadays, we don't know why we don't see enough pol ar bear
nowadays. But now everythi ng changed.
MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: (One |ast comment.

Wien | was in the service and | was overseas for 11 nonths
and 28 days, and | was out in the boonies and eating
Crations for the whole year, and nmy system had got used
to the Crations that the Arny gave us for neals. |
hardly ate any, but we were all young, you know, 19-,
20-year-olds. And we were pretty active. And then having
to eat the Grations that they gave us for the whol e year,
except for Thanksgiving and Christmas when we had a turkey
out in the field.

And then when | came back, you know, ny system
was not used to the Native food that | was used to before

| went over, and | had to get -- get used to the food that
| grewup with. It took a while. But the hardest one was
the walrus, and it just -- and | think | ate too much at

one tinme. And then | had to take it slowy a little bit
at a time, and got ny systemback into the Inupiaqg system
again instead of the Crations. And that's the difference
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that | noticed when | came back. | had to get used to the
Native food | grew up with
So that's something that -- what our oceans have

out there, that's our food. And with our store shelves
starting to | ook enpty now with that bypass neal not
com ng through anynore, we have to wait maybe how many
days for this kind of food, the chicken or beef or
whatever. |It's getting harder to -- with that bypass nea
not going through like it used to. That hotel food is not
too good. It taste good on it, but they don't last |ong.

MR TIMHOLDER: Well, all right.
Everybody, we are okay to close the nmeeting? Raynond, you
have anything el se to say?

MR RAYMOND AGUWLUK: No.

MR TIMHOLDER: W don't want to cut
anybody off. W are off the record.

(Proceedings adjourned at 8:08 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2011.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
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1 _ APPEARANGCES 1 We come back for more meetings. Then we do afinal EIS,
2 Xlr cr;nt iHS' Eie;i son 2 then we -- that goes ultimately to the Secretary of
3 U S. Departnment of the Interior . .
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation | 3 Interior who decideswhether and how many lease salesto
4 and Enfor cenent 4 putinto the plan.
> 5 Now, once we have the plan, it doesn't
6 6 necessarily mean that they will follow through on those
7 Taken by: Mary A Vavrik, RWR 7 lease sdles. Usualy they do. The current program we are
8 8 inright now, after the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, he
9 9 pulled back the |lease sales that were pending in the --
10 10 thetwo in the Chukchi and the two in the Beaufort. So
11 11 that usually doesn't happen, but it did happen. So --
12 12 But if we hold lease sales that are off of the
13 13 five-year program, then if there is bidding on leases and
14 14 you have winning leases, then oil and gas companies can
15 15 then apply for permits to go out and explore, and if they
16 16 find resources, then they will maybe apply for permits for
17 17 production facilities, and then they would build whatever
18 BE IT KNOM that the aforementioned proceedings were taken |18 resource and then weissue more permits after that. So
19 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before |19 thereislotsof stepsthat takelots of timeto go
20 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |20 through.
21 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 21 So with that kind of context -- and thisis
22 22 different than our meeting that we had in November. This
23 23 isdifferent pieces of our process, but -- so I'll just
24 24 open it up for any comments that you have.
25 25 MR. JOSEPH AKPIK: Joseph Akpik. | reside
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 inBarrow and come here working on my line of work. But |
2 (Blessing given by Joseph Akpik.) 2 do want to comment on this five-year plan on the lease
3 MR. TIM HOLDER: Well, my nameisTim 3 sdein Chukchi Sea. And I've worked -- I've worked in
4 Holder. And I'm with the Bureau of Ocean Energy 4 Shell Qil in that popcorn and burger project, and I've
5 Management, Regulation, and Enforcement, used to be called 5 seen at that particular time in 1988, that was a good
6 Minerals Management Service, MMS. And we're hereto talk 6 year. And | seethe operations and it worked out good,
7 about what we call our five-year program, whichis 7 butit's -- there were --
8 required by law that every five years our agency needsto 8 Some things that we faced was the high,
9 have aprogram for what kind of |ease sales we might have 9 rough waters. And at one time we almost lost our drilling
10 inour different planning areas. And our planning areas 10 rig, the Discovery, and it was a bad storm. And so we
11 that are up here are the Beaufort Sea planning area and 11 broke -- there were two broken -- two broken strands of
12 the Chukchi Seaplanning area. 12 anchorson that drill ship. And that's how strong the
13 And part of the processiswe write a 13 winds had gone that particular season. And so we lost
14 programmatic environmental impact statement under the 14 some anchors, and it was something that we had to face.

NN DNDNNMNNRE R PP
O b WNEFEP O O©OWNO O

Nationa Environmental Policy Act. And thefirst step of
that isto hold what we call a scoping meeting, whichis
just to get ideas from the public about whatever concerns
they have that are related to these things. And of
course, the primary thing that can come out of these --
thisfive-year program is ultimately oil and gasleasing
for 0il and gas offshore. And the offshoreis the Outer
Continental Shelf, which is three miles seaward.

Just to give you some context, first comesthe
five-year program, and we end up -- after the scoping
meeting, we get the draft environmental impact statement.
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And | don't know where -- and | did not very well agree
with disposing drilling fluid onto Chukchi Sea. And these
are some of the things.

| guessit was thefirst project that | was on.
And | certainly do not want to see another project that's
disposing drilling fluids, especially with toxic chemicals
that does. And | don't careif it's-- if the drilling
mud has been approved by your agent, but it's very well
likely that it's -- it can harm our seamammals. And so
thisiswhat -- that hopefully that we have improved some
of these -- some of these efforts to drill.

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

(1) Page 2 - Page 5

907-258-7100





2012-2017 FIVE YEAR SCOPING MEETINGS FOR PRAGMATIC
ENVROMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, BOEMRE REG.& ENFORCMENT

15 FEB 11 Wainwright
February 15, 2011

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 6

And another thing that I'd like to bring isare
we going to be monitoring the current, ocean current?
Which way isit going? How fast isit going? Have we
done enough studies on our ocean to seeif we can handle
these drill ships or whatever this five-year plan that we
are talking about?

So the ocean current and the weather, it rules
us, usin -- us Eskimos up here because we respect nature.
We follow the nature. We respect the nature. And if it's
blowing snow, if it's rough waters, we don't go out. And
we are very limited. And hopefully it does not impact our
seamammals. So these are some of the things that we have
to think about and do a bit more study.

Another thing isice movement. That'savery,
very risk to be out and drilling. And let aone, it's--
when you run those exploratory things on -- it doesn't go
well, either. Thereare alot of studies that got to be
done. And of course, we all seen the Gulf -- Gulf of
Mexico's ail spill, and we don't ever want to see that
because if we ever do see that, it will affect the four
countries. Russia, Greenland, Canada, America under the
polar cap. And if that current runs around in the polar
cap and we have got a spill, that's going to impact all
four countries. And I'm sure President Obama has given
some directions to have good relations with the four

© 00N O WNP
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ten, 15 years. And they incorporate this datainto models
that if you had spills from any particular point, it would
show where the oil would hit the shoreline. So that's --
that's part of what they do.

We -- our agency does -- in fact, one of my jobs
isto represent our agency with what's known as the Arctic
Council. It's made up of eight Arctic nations. We
collect data, environmental data.

Weéll, there are six working groups. Oneis
focused on collecting environmental data, including
physical oceanography for the whole circumpolar area.
There is one working group that's for emergency
preparation and preparedness. And that's to have
cooperation from nation to nation. Well, first of all, to
prevent any kind of oil spill and, second of all, to
cooperate with each other if there was an oil spill. So
you know, when you've got neighboring nations, Canada to
U.S., U.S. to Russia, Russiato Norway, and so forth,
that's how that works.

Let'ssee. | think your points on the
discharges are well taken. I'm definitely not an expert
inthat area. Those permits, the national pollution --
NPDES, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
permits are run by EPA, and the ideais to minimize toxic
pollutants from going into the water. And we -- our

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP
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countries.

So these are some of the things that we have to
consider, please, before we can try any of these.

Of course, we can do some exploration, but do
away some of thoserisks, like I'm saying, the ocean
currents, ice movement. We have an agent, NOAA, National
Oceanic Atmospheric Agency. They can have asatellite
view of the ice movement, which way is the ice movement
going. And so these are some of the technologies. We can
run the popcorn to test the current. Have we ever run any
popcorn to test the ocean current? | would like to have
some answers in this particular hearing that we have here.

And that'sal | have. Joseph Akpik, former
borough assemblyman, former Arctic Slope board of
directors, and former executive council for Inupiat
Community of the Arctic. Thank you.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Wédll, I'll try to answer
afew of those questions. Our agency, since the '70s, has
been doing environmental studies of all the matters of the
environment, including what we call physical oceanography,
which is of the currents and wind direction and ocean
current direction. And we have collected alot of data.

We till collect data because things can change,
obviously. The amount of ice cover and the extent of ice
cover is, you know, changing, particularly in the last
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agency cooperates with EPA on those permitsthat are
related to operations on the Outer Continental Shelf.

So one of the studies related to toxic
pollutants that has been going on for, let's see, | would
say agood three yearsin the Chukchi Seais baseline
studies, including heavy metals and POPs and those kind of
things to measure against if there were -- once operations
get going out in the Chukchi to, you know, have a baseline
to check against any potentia effects that might occur
after.

And we have worked with the -- the scientists of
the North Slope Borough on developing our studies,
particularly with respect to bowhead whale studies, marine
mammal studies, you know. Suyedam and the other guy,
Craig George, worked alot with them. And Shell has
given, | think, the North Slope Borough $5,000,000 to do
environmental studies, and there are some preliminary
talks about sort of maximizing their -- that study -- or
the studies can be done out of that money with the studies
that we have with our money so that we can kind of
maximize the effect of our studies.

So anybody else? Did that get to all -- | think
that got to the ones | caught.

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK: Yeah, the elimination

of those. Thank you.
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MR. TIM HOLDER: But those are very
important points. Go ahead.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: My nameis Raymond
Aguvluk, A-G-U-V-L-U-K, and | work for my Native Village
of Wainwright asan EPA. And | need, like, more
information about -- you guys mail them to my box number
or to Native Village of Wainwright, Box 143, Wainwright,
Alaska99782. | think | wrote it down. Let me check.

So -- and | just started working November, so --

MR. TIM HOLDER: Okay. Soyou arenew in
your position, then.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: | know Shell was
here all summer with us, you know. | wasworking for them
this summer as aradio operator, comm center. And they
had alittle bit of problems, you know, trying to do
seismic because the ocean and, you know, the wind don't
match together.

So I'm glad Salazar stopped the drilling next
year, right? That'swhat | heard. So he stopped drilling
up there. So I'm happy, you know. We don't want to see
oil spill like -- | mean, what about if we got an ail
spill; what you guys going to do with our people? | mean,
we eat from out there, you know. And you guys going to
send us chicken or steak? No way. We love our garden out
there, so --

© 00N O WNP
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prize?

MR. TIM HOLDER: Y ou have to shake my hand
for the photo.

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK: Am | eating chicken now
aready?

MR. TIM HOLDER: Even better than chicken.

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK: | got adoor prize
aready. Carrot cake. Yeah, good for my eyesight. Will
that help with my eyesight? Thank you.

MR. ROB MCWHORTER: That's from Barrow.

MR. TIM HOLDER: We brought that all the
way from Barrow. We imported it at great expense, great
expense.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: SoI'mjust learning
about EPA's steps, so I'm still going to -- my bossis
coming from Anchorage, going to train me some more next
week. Hopefully thisweek. So I'll be availableif you
guys -- if you guys don't contact Ira, you could ask for
Raymond, you know, if you guys start coming back. So I'll
be happy. | want to communicate with you guys, you know.
0 --

MR. TIM HOLDER: We will accept comments
through March 31st.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: So maybe -- did you
guys mail those comments to each box holder, or no?

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP
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And send me al that information about you guys'

deal so | could obtain my council, you know. 1'm hoping
we have a meeting pretty soon, so -- if | got any
questions, I'll call Mike here, so --

MR. MIKE HALLER: Please.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: When are you guys
going to start the five-year plan?

MR. TIM HOLDER: Right now. That's what
this meeting is about.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: With no people?

MR. TIM HOLDER: Thismesting isalittle
rough because we weren't planning it till alittle bit
later in the week, but we got weathered out from getting
into Point Hope or Point Lay, so we tried to get -- as
best we could, get the word out.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: | mean, people are
spoiled with door prizes. If you had door prizes, this
place would be full, like buy diesel for them or
something.

MR. MIKE HALLER: Wedo haveone. Here
you go.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Joseph, he had told us
about door prizes and how important they are. So
Joseph --

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK: What? Thisismy
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MR. TIM HOLDER: Oh, once we receive the
comments --

MR. MIKE HALLER: You want aform to send
to each box number?

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: If you guys mail
them, some people will fill them out, you know.

MR. TIM HOLDER: We can do that.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: All right. Thanks.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Thank you. We will be
back in some months down the road for another round of
public meetings with the draft environmental impact
statement.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: So areyou guys
going to work with the village corporation and the city
council or --

MR. TIM HOLDER: No. We haven't had -- we
have had government to government meetings, or tried to
have them, but -- and we will -- let's say today we didn't
make it with the Wainwright for government to government,
but we will try to make up for this by doing one over the
phone that we will arrange.

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: | wish therewas
more people, you know, so --

MR. TIM HOLDER: When we were herein
November, there were, like, 25 people, so thiswhole area
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wasfilled up. So -- all right.
MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: Yeah, thanks.
MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: My nameis
Marjorie Angashuk. | used to work for -- fire station for
Wainwright Fire Department for 20 years. And then after |
retired, they want me to come back for five more years. |
say I'm going to drop dead. | don't want to. So | find
out -- | find out myself in ahard way, and | was thinking
likethisand | say, oh, my God, everything sure change.

When | was growing up, there used to be all
kinds of animals. Nowadays when we get to our age, not
enough. And then when | went to Barrow for Elders
conference, | listened to some of the stories. | know
that thereislots, lots, and lots of Elders complaining
whereisour animal. We don't want to eat hamburger. We
don't want to eat French fry. We don't want to eat
chicken. We want to eat Eskimo food on our own way. And
| told them yeah, everything is changed around.

I noticeiceis changing different. The weather
ischanging. The animalsis changing. Where are they go?
They are gone. Whereisthe caribou? Hardly any. We
used to get how many when | was growing up, but nowadays
we only get only one. Nowadays. We used to go fox,
trapping with my dad. | used to be atrapper with my dad.
Lotsof fox: Red fox, white fox, gray fox, blue fox, any
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ahunter, hunting everything. But now he's gone.

MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: I'm still gathering
my thoughts. Terry Tagarook. I'mretired. What I've
learned, what I've learned from the past and from my
Elders, the late Uncle Greg Tagarook read a scripture from
the Bible, and it was before whaling season. It said that
the animals that God created for the North Slope residents
and that those are the aboriginal people, indigenous
people that were -- that migrated from across, and then we
ended up here. They ended up here, and that's where we
grew up.

He said they said to take care of the animals
and they will multiply. And they had. And then those
darn whalers, Y ankee whalers, started coming around and
amost depleted the whaling population until they had no
use for the baleen or the blubber. And from that, you
know, we were taught to respect our land animals, our sea
mammals, and to show respect to our land. It will
replenish every year. So when we hunt our mammals out in
the ocean or the land animals, we just get what we need to
sustain us for the winter, coming winter.

We have cellars in the summer that we could
store for this long winter ahead when the caribou migrate
back down south. And we hunt our sea mammals and we store
them in our cellars. And that was away of families
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kind of fox. My dad was atrapper, and | have to cook
something for him while he's trapping around.

But anyway, | just want to let you know why the
world is changing around and hardly any animals coming
thisway. Thank you.

MR. TIM HOLDER: | have aquestion for
you. The animals you mentioned were land animals.

MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: Yeah.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Would you say the same
thing about the marine mammals?

MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: Yeah.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Same thing?

MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: Yeah, same thing.
All kinds of animal, polar bear, fox, walrus, seal, ducks
and al those.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Birds?

MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: Not enough. |
just wanted to let you know. Thank you.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Yep. Thank you. We
don't do studies, by and large, for land mammals. There
are other agencies that do those kind of studies, but
the -- we do waterfowl and then marine mammals and fish
and those kind of things. So we try to keep track of
what's going on.

MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: My dad used to be
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being -- and extended families going in one canoe or skin
boat where these families got together and went out and
got it. What they brought back with them they divided
among the people that went along in the boat. They
shared. And sometimes they were lucky. Sometimes they
weren't. They had nothing.

But what our Elders and our forefathers had to
learn was they studied the skies, the ocean, the winds,
and they learned. And back then theice used to be really
thick. But today it's not asthick asit used to be. It
won't hold up a50-foot whale. It will just keep breaking
unless we find ice that's piled up on top of each other
that's thick enough to haul it up. Andit's getting
harder to find ice thick enough to hold a 50-foot-plus
whale. And we were lucky to get asmall whale this
spring, last spring, and a 50-footer where we -- where we
were ableto pull it up.

And it seems like this climate changeis
affecting theice and late freeze up. And that's-- |
thought we were going to have good ice this year, this
last year. We had good ice, but then the wind came around
and blew that ice all the way out, almost to the shore.
And when the southwest or west wind camein, theice piled
up in front of -- on the beach. And when that ice pile
up, the pressure ridges are not as thick asthey used to
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be. Almost threefeet, in fact. When you go down to the
edge of the bank, you will see how thinitis.

And climate change is affecting our walruses.

The springtime, once the ice goes out after the whaling
season, the ice goes out and doesn't come back anymore
likeit used to. But when it used to, it used to come

back inin August and, you know, just go ashore; and when
the waves start coming in, they will bejust like the
breakers and keep the -- keep the banks from eroding. But
with the ice gone, we have more erosion nowadays.

And what -- what the oil companies and the other
agencies need to do is study what our people have learned
about our environment. Study what is going to happen to
the food cycle of our land mammals -- | mean, sea mammals
oncethat is depleted. Once something happens, it's not
going to come back. And those are the very mammals we
depend on when we are out gathering for the coming winter.

And it'sasmall window of when we can hunt
walruses. But they are coming ashore. Like when they
came ashore close to Point Lay, they -- they had no ice to
goto. They just hauled out. And that's going to be
something that's going to be happening more often if the
ice doesn't come back.

And I'm thinking that sometime in the future the
whales will be coming through, but | don't know if theice
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to government relation which means from Department of
Interior to the Native Village of Wainwright and not any
other entity like the North Slope Borough, even though the
North Slope Borough is under the State jurisdiction. But
the Native Village of Wainwright is under the Department
of Interior. So thisisthe government to government
relations to work closely with Native Village of
Wainwright, Native Village of Point Hope, Native Village
of Point Lay.

And thisis some of the things that we -- Terry
were saying about our good working together. And so this
iswhat that Executive Order 13-175 meant, to have a good
working relationship, work with these people, the Native
and ICAS, Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.

And so these are some of the things that we can
do because the State of Alaskais starting to get an
interest and we would like to override State of Alaska
because they only have three milesjurisdiction. The
tribal have 20 miles. The federal government have 20
mileslimit. And it's going to be subject. And not with
the State. And so the State has been intervening every
which way, and especially on this Arctic coastal. We
would like to see our good relations with the other
coastal communities that we can work together, along with
our agency from the Department of Interior. And so public
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is going to be thick enough to hold awhale so we could
butcher them on the ice.

And these are things that you need to study, the
food cycles of the different species in the ocean and what
effect it will have if the food cyclesis disturbed.

And | would appreciate if the people that are
going to be doing some exploration have other people study
the ocean, the currents. | know our people herein
Wainwright and the corporation have been doing studies on
the current with some of the oil companies. | forget who.

But | think that's a step toward working with
the oil companies, working together to make things easier
for both us and them and studying the currents and
studying the winds and learning the conditions of the sea
ice. | think that thisisthe way to go about it. But if
you don't listen to us, why go out and then just disturb
the cycle.

That'sall | haveto say. And I'm hoping that
you show respect to our land and our sealike we have
aways. Thanks.

MR. TIM HOLDER: All right. Thanks.

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK: Joseph Akpik again. |
want to thank Terry for agood comment, for having good
relations with our tribal. And | want to make this
particular Executive Order 13-175. Thisisagovernment
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relations, government to government relations means a lot
towhat Terry has said, and I'm glad that he had said
that.

And another thing is Executive Order 12-898,
February 4, 1998, Jefferson -- President Clinton put that
executive order, environmental justice, put it. Yeah.

Let me get this straight here. Environmental justice. We
have to follow along, which Native Village of Wainwright
isgoing to follow along, which it is the policy that the
Department of Interior have to respect us and abide by

that executive order, environmental justice. And so
hopefully our working relations can work together to make
it work.

| know we are -- the situation we areinis very
risky in every which way. Theice -- we can see right now
when | observed coming in from Barrow this morning, there
isan open lead already. Must be ten milesout. And gee
whiz. And further up north toward Barrow, there is open
lead already. What does that tell us? It'sready to
break open.

And so these are some of the things that's
unpredictable. It'svery risky, and it's going to be very
risky for platforms. If they ever do decide to drill on
platforms, the platformsis -- | don't know what would
happen if that ice pressure puts out against the platform.
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Thereitis. And soit'snot only going to betheice
movement. It's going to be the ice current, like | said
earlier.

And another thing that | would like to comment
is | hope that they don't make the ring seals nor the
bearded seals as an endangered species. Those are the two
species that we hunt in summertime, spring and summer.
And thisis mostly our sea mammal diet food that we have,
the blubber. We need the blubber in order to keep warm.
If | don't eat blubber, | get cold out there. | haven't
eaten blubber for two months. And these clothes, it don't
matter. It's cold now. If you don't eat no blubber, if
we don't eat our Native food -- like Marjorie says, we
need our food, our Native food, blubber. Thisisour
survival diet.

And so hopefully you don't get that ringed seal
and the bearded seal as an endangered species. And |
would encourage the Department of Interior not to make it
an endangered species, neither the polar bear, because
there are plenty enough. Thereare. And thisiswhy we
respect the nature. We follow nature. Ittellsus. If
the current don't let us, well, we will wait for another
day. If it's blowing the wrong different directions, our
lunch are not coming. The eider ducks are not coming.
Eider ducks are our lunch. A whaleisour dinner.
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I'm cold. | goin the sleeping bag, | want to run around
the little house, and he would cut a piece of muktuk for
me, blubber, and | lay in the bed and then | go like this
[demonstrating] and | start getting hot. That made me
feel so good. | till remember the way | was growing up.
Nowadays, we don't know why we don't see enough polar bear
nowadays. But now everything changed.
MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: Onelast comment.

When | wasin the service and | was overseas for 11 months
and 28 days, and | was out in the boonies and eating
C-rations for the whole year, and my system had got used
to the C-rations that the Army gave us for meals. |
hardly ate any, but we were al young, you know, 19-,
20-year-olds. And we were pretty active. And then having
to eat the C-rations that they gave us for the whole year,
except for Thanksgiving and Christmas when we had a turkey
out in thefield.

And then when | came back, you know, my system
was not used to the Native food that | was used to before
I went over, and | had to get -- get used to the food that
| grew up with. It took awhile. But the hardest one was
thewalrus, and it just -- and | think | ate too much at
onetime. Andthen| had to takeit dowly alittle bit
at atime, and got my system back into the Inupiag system
again instead of the C-rations. And that's the difference
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And so these are some of the things that we
have -- our main diets. If | eat ahamburger, if | eat
even beef, | get hungry after awhile. Butif | eat
whale, | can last for aday and ahalf. And sothisis
the diet that we have. And so we haveto preservein
every which way we can. Thank you very much.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Thank you. Well,
anybody -- we have got asmall crowd here, so --

MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: There'salot of
Elder out in Barrow complain about Eskimo food. They get
hungry for blubber. They don't want to eat -- they get
tired of White people food. | don't want that. That make
me sick. That's how come most of the people are dying
from different kind of food.

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK: Obesity iscoming out.
Chemicalsareal in there. But we got natural food.

Thank you. Go ahead, Marjorie.

MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK: | wasjust sitting
by one of the Elders, and she was from Nuigsut, and she
holler her heart out and she asked, God, bring our food
back. Shesay, if | eat muktuk the way you say, right, if
| eat muktuk, we won't get hungry days. Keep uswarm,
muktuk.

| remember when | was growing up when | was
small, | used to bereally cold, and | say to my dad, Dad,

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRRRRRRRRRR
O DN WNROOOWNO®ONWNEPRO

Page 25

that | noticed when | came back. | had to get used to the
Native food | grew up with.
So that's something that -- what our oceans have
out there, that's our food. And with our store shelves
starting to look empty now with that bypass meal not
coming through anymore, we have to wait maybe how many
daysfor thiskind of food, the chicken or beef or
whatever. It's getting harder to -- with that bypass meal
not going through like it used to. That hotel food is not
too good. It taste good on it, but they don't last long.
MR. TIM HOLDER: Wéll, al right.
Everybody, we are okay to close the meeting? Raymond, you
have anything else to say?
MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: No.
MR. TIM HOLDER: We don't want to cut
anybody off. We are off the record.
(Proceedings adjourned at 8:08 p.m.)
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		hunter (1)

		hunting (1)



		I

		ICAS (1)

		ice (28)

		idea (1)

		ideas (1)

		impact (5)

		important (2)

		imported (1)

		improved (1)

		including (3)

		incorporate (1)

		indigenous (1)

		information (2)

		instead (1)

		interest (1)

		Interior (6)

		intervening (1)

		into (5)

		Inupiaq (1)

		Inupiat (2)

		Ira (1)

		issue (1)



		J

		Jefferson (1)

		jobs (1)

		Joseph (13)

		jurisdiction (2)

		justice (3)



		K

		keep (6)

		kind (10)

		kinds (2)

		known (1)



		L

		land (7)

		large (1)

		last (6)

		late (2)

		later (1)

		law (1)

		Lay (4)

		lead (2)

		learn (1)

		learned (4)

		learning (2)

		lease (6)

		leases (2)

		leasing (1)

		likely (1)

		limit (1)

		limited (1)

		line (1)

		listen (1)

		listened (1)

		little (5)

		long (2)

		look (1)

		lost (2)

		lot (5)

		lots (6)

		love (1)

		lucky (2)

		lunch (2)



		M

		mail (3)

		main (1)

		mammal (2)

		mammals (11)

		Management (2)

		many (3)

		March (1)

		marine (3)

		MARJORIE (11)

		match (1)

		matter (1)

		matters (1)

		maximize (1)

		maximizing (1)

		maybe (3)

		MCWHORTER (1)

		meal (2)

		meals (1)

		mean (5)

		means (2)

		meant (1)

		measure (1)

		meeting (7)

		meetings (3)

		mentioned (1)

		metals (1)

		Mexico (1)

		Mexico's (1)

		might (2)

		migrate (1)

		migrated (1)

		Mike (4)

		miles (5)

		Minerals (1)

		minimize (1)

		MMS (1)

		models (1)

		money (2)

		monitoring (1)

		months (3)

		more (9)

		morning (1)

		most (1)

		mostly (1)

		movement (5)

		much (2)

		mud (1)

		muktuk (4)

		multiply (1)

		Must (1)

		myself (1)



		N

		name (3)

		nation (2)

		National (4)

		nations (2)

		Native (13)

		natural (1)

		nature (5)

		necessarily (1)

		need (6)

		needs (1)

		neighboring (1)

		neither (1)

		new (1)

		next (2)

		NOAA (1)

		nor (1)

		North (6)

		Norway (1)

		notice (1)

		noticed (1)

		November (3)

		Nowadays (6)

		NPDES (1)

		Nuiqsut (1)

		number (2)



		O

		Obama (1)

		Obesity (1)

		observed (1)

		obtain (1)

		obviously (1)

		occur (1)

		Ocean (12)

		Oceanic (1)

		oceanography (2)

		oceans (1)

		off (3)

		offshore (2)

		often (1)

		oil (14)

		once (6)

		one (13)

		ones (1)

		only (4)

		onto (1)

		open (4)

		operations (3)

		operator (1)

		Order (6)

		out (31)

		Outer (2)

		over (2)

		override (1)

		overseas (1)

		own (1)



		P

		P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S (1)

		part (2)

		particular (5)

		particularly (2)

		past (1)

		pending (1)

		people (16)

		permits (6)

		phone (1)

		photo (1)

		physical (2)

		piece (1)

		pieces (1)

		pile (1)

		piled (2)

		place (1)

		plan (5)

		planning (5)

		platform (1)

		platforms (3)

		please (2)

		plenty (1)

		pm (1)

		point (6)

		points (2)

		polar (5)

		Policy (2)

		pollutants (2)

		pollution (2)

		popcorn (3)

		POPs (1)

		population (1)

		position (1)

		potential (1)

		preliminary (1)

		preparation (1)

		preparedness (1)

		preserve (1)

		President (2)

		pressure (2)

		pretty (2)

		prevent (1)

		primary (1)

		prize (2)

		prizes (3)

		problems (1)

		Proceedings (1)

		process (2)

		production (1)

		program (6)

		programmatic (1)

		project (3)

		public (3)

		pull (1)

		pulled (1)

		put (3)

		puts (1)



		R

		radio (1)

		Raymond (16)

		read (1)

		ready (1)

		really (2)

		receive (1)

		record (1)

		Red (1)

		Regulation (1)

		related (3)

		relation (1)

		relations (7)

		relationship (1)

		remember (2)

		replenish (1)

		represent (1)

		required (1)

		reside (1)

		residents (1)

		resource (1)

		resources (1)

		respect (8)

		retired (2)

		ridges (1)

		rig (1)

		right (9)

		ring (1)

		ringed (1)

		risk (1)

		risks (1)

		risky (3)

		road (1)

		ROB (1)

		rough (3)

		round (1)

		rules (1)

		run (5)

		runs (1)

		Russia (3)



		S

		Salazar (1)

		sale (1)

		sales (5)

		same (3)

		satellite (1)

		saying (2)

		scientists (1)

		scoping (2)

		scripture (1)

		Sea (13)

		seal (3)

		seals (2)

		season (3)

		seaward (1)

		second (1)

		Secretary (1)

		seems (1)

		seismic (1)

		send (3)

		Service (2)

		shake (1)

		shared (1)

		Shelf (2)

		Shell (3)

		shelves (1)

		ship (1)

		ships (1)

		shore (1)

		shoreline (1)

		show (3)

		sick (1)

		sitting (1)

		situation (1)

		six (1)

		skies (1)

		skin (1)

		sleeping (1)

		Slope (7)

		slowly (1)

		small (4)

		snow (1)

		sometime (1)

		Sometimes (2)

		soon (1)

		sort (1)

		south (1)

		southwest (1)

		species (5)

		spill (7)

		spills (1)

		spoiled (1)

		spring (3)

		springtime (1)

		start (4)

		started (2)

		starting (2)

		State (5)

		statement (3)

		station (1)

		steak (1)

		step (2)

		steps (2)

		still (4)

		stopped (2)

		store (3)

		stories (1)

		storm (1)

		straight (1)

		strands (1)

		strong (1)

		studied (1)

		studies (15)

		study (6)

		studying (2)

		subject (1)

		summer (4)

		summertime (1)

		sure (2)

		survival (1)

		sustain (1)

		Suyedam (1)

		System (5)



		T

		TAGAROOK (4)

		talk (1)

		talking (1)

		talks (1)

		taste (1)

		taught (1)

		technologies (1)

		tells (1)

		ten (2)

		TERRY (6)

		test (2)

		Thanks (4)

		Thanksgiving (1)

		thick (6)

		thin (1)

		thinking (2)

		though (1)

		thought (1)

		thoughts (1)

		three (4)

		till (1)

		TIM (26)

		tired (1)

		today (2)

		together (6)

		told (2)

		took (1)

		top (1)

		toward (2)

		toxic (3)

		track (1)

		train (1)

		trapper (2)

		trapping (2)

		tribal (2)

		tried (2)

		try (4)

		trying (1)

		turkey (1)

		two (6)



		U

		ultimately (2)

		Uncle (1)

		under (4)

		unless (1)

		unpredictable (1)

		up (25)

		use (1)

		used (20)

		Usually (2)



		V

		view (1)

		Village (9)



		W

		Wainwright (10)

		wait (2)

		walrus (2)

		walruses (2)

		warm (2)

		water (1)

		waterfowl (1)

		waters (2)

		waves (1)

		way (15)

		weather (2)

		weathered (1)

		week (3)

		weren't (2)

		west (1)

		whale (7)

		whalers (2)

		whales (1)

		whaling (3)

		what's (2)

		white (2)

		whiz (1)

		whole (4)

		wind (4)

		window (1)

		winds (3)

		winning (1)

		winter (4)

		wish (1)

		word (1)

		work (9)

		worked (5)

		working (10)

		works (1)

		world (1)

		write (1)

		wrong (1)

		wrote (1)



		Y

		Yankee (1)

		year (7)

		years (5)

		Yep (1)

		young(1)



		[

		[demonstrating] (1)
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(Bl essing given by Joseph Akpik.)
MR TIMHOLDER Well, nmy nane is Tim
Holder. And I'"'mw th the Bureau of Ccean Energy
Managenent, Regul ati on, and Enforcenent, used to be call ed
M neral s Managenent Service, MVE. And we're here to talk
about what we call our five-year program which is
required by law that every five years our agency needs to
have a program for what kind of |ease sales we m ght have
in our different planning areas. And our planning areas
that are up here are the Beaufort Sea pl anning area and
t he Chukchi Sea pl anning area.

And part of the process is we wite a
programmati ¢ envi ronnental i npact statenent under the
Nati onal Environnental Policy Act. And the first step of
that is to hold what we call a scoping neeting, which is
just to get ideas fromthe public about whatever concerns
they have that are related to these things. And of
course, the primary thing that can cone out of these --
this five-year programis ultimately oil and gas | easing
for oil and gas offshore. And the offshore is the Quter
Continental Shelf, which is three mles seaward.

Just to give you sone context, first cones the
five-year program and we end up -- after the scoping

neeting, we get the draft environnental inpact statenent.
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We cone back for nore neetings. Then we do a final EIS,
then we -- that goes ultinately to the Secretary of

I nterior who deci des whet her and how nany | ease sales to
put into the plan.

Now, once we have the plan, it doesn't
necessarily nean that they will follow through on those
| ease sales. Usually they do. The current programwe are
in right now, after the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, he
pul | ed back the | ease sales that were pending in the --
the two in the Chukchi and the two in the Beaufort. So
t hat usually doesn't happen, but it did happen. So --

But if we hold | ease sales that are off of the
five-year program then if there is bidding on | eases and
you have wi nning | eases, then oil and gas conpani es can
then apply for permts to go out and explore, and if they
find resources, then they will maybe apply for permts for
production facilities, and then they would build whatever
resource and then we issue nore permts after that. So
there is lots of steps that take lots of tine to go
t hr ough.

So with that kind of context -- and this is
different than our neeting that we had in Novenber. This
is different pieces of our process, but -- so I'll just
open it up for any coments that you have.

MR. JOSEPH AKPI K:  Joseph Akpik. | reside
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in Barrow and cone here working on ny line of work. But |
do want to comment on this five-year plan on the | ease
sal e in Chukchi Sea. And |I've worked -- |'ve worked in
Shell Gl in that popcorn and burger project, and |'ve
seen at that particular tinme in 1988, that was a good
year. And | see the operations and it worked out good,
but it's -- there were --

Sone things that we faced was the high,
rough waters. And at one tinme we alnost |ost our drilling
rig, the Discovery, and it was a bad storm And so we
broke -- there were two broken -- two broken strands of
anchors on that drill ship. And that's how strong the
w nds had gone that particular season. And so we | ost
sone anchors, and it was sonething that we had to face.
And | don't know where -- and | did not very well agree
with disposing drilling fluid onto Chukchi Sea. And these
are sone of the things.

| guess it was the first project that | was on.
And | certainly do not want to see another project that's
di sposing drilling fluids, especially with toxic chem cals
that does. And | don't care if it's -- if the drilling

mud has been approved by your agent, but it's very well

likely that it's -- it can harmour sea mammals. And so
this is what -- that hopefully that we have inproved sone
of these -- sone of these efforts to drill.
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And another thing that I'd like to bring is are
we going to be nonitoring the current, ocean current?
Which way is it going? How fast is it going? Have we
done enough studi es on our ocean to see if we can handl e
these drill ships or whatever this five-year plan that we
are tal king about ?

So the ocean current and the weather, it rules
us, us in -- us Eskinbs up here because we respect nature.
We follow the nature. W respect the nature. And if it's
bl owi ng snow, if it's rough waters, we don't go out. And
we are very limted. And hopefully it does not inpact our
sea nmammal s. So these are sone of the things that we have
to think about and do a bit nore study.

Another thing is ice novenent. That's a very,
very risk to be out and drilling. And let alone, it's --
when you run those exploratory things on -- it doesn't go
well, either. There are a |lot of studies that got to be
done. And of course, we all seen the ulf -- @l f of
Mexico's oil spill, and we don't ever want to see that
because if we ever do see that, it wll affect the four
countries: Russia, Geenland, Canada, America under the
polar cap. And if that current runs around in the polar
cap and we have got a spill, that's going to inpact all
four countries. And |I'msure President Cbanma has given

sone directions to have good relations with the four
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countri es.

So these are sone of the things that we have
consi der, please, before we can try any of these.

O course, we can do sone exploration, but d
away sone of those risks, like |I'm saying, the ocean
currents, ice novenent. W have an agent, NOAA, Natio

Cceani ¢ At nospheri c Agency. They can have a satellite

to

0]

nal

view of the ice novenent, which way is the ice novenent

goi ng. And so these are sone of the technol ogies. W

run the popcorn to test the current. Have we ever run

can

any

popcorn to test the ocean current? | would like to have

sone answers in this particular hearing that we have h
And that's all | have. Joseph Akpik, former

bor ough assenbl ynan, fornmer Arctic Slope board of

directors, and forner executive council for |nupiat

Community of the Arctic. Thank you.

ere.

MR TIMHOLDER Well, 1'll try to answer

a few of those questions. Qur agency, since the '70s,

been doi ng environnental studies of all the matters of

has

t he

envi ronnent, including what we call physical oceanography,

which is of the currents and wind direction and ocean

current direction. And we have collected a | ot of dat

a.

We still collect data because things can change,

obvi ously. The anobunt of ice cover and the extent of

cover is, you know, changing, particularly in the |ast

i ce
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ten, 15 years. And they incorporate this data into nodels
that if you had spills fromany particular point, it would
show where the oil would hit the shoreline. So that's --
that's part of what they do.

We -- our agency does -- in fact, one of ny jobs
Is to represent our agency with what's known as the Arctic
Council. It's nmade up of eight Arctic nations. W
col | ect data, environnental data.

Well, there are six working groups. One is
focused on coll ecting environnental data, including
physi cal oceanography for the whole circunpol ar area.
There is one working group that's for emergency

preparation and preparedness. And that's to have

cooperation fromnation to nation. Well, first of all, to
prevent any kind of oil spill and, second of all, to
cooperate with each other if there was an oil spill. So

you know, when you've got nei ghboring nations, Canada to
US, US to Russia, Russia to Norway, and so forth,
that's how that worKks.

Let's see. | think your points on the
di scharges are well taken. [I'mdefinitely not an expert
in that area. Those permts, the national pollution --
NPDES, National Pollution D scharge Elimnation System
permts are run by EPA, and the idea is to mnimze toxic

pol lutants fromgoing into the water. And we -- our
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agency cooperates with EPA on those permts that are
related to operations on the Quter Continental Shelf.

So one of the studies related to toxic
pol l utants that has been going on for, let's see, | would
say a good three years in the Chukchi Sea is baseline
studi es, including heavy netals and POPs and those ki nd of
things to neasure against if there were -- once operations
get going out in the Chukchi to, you know, have a baseline
to check against any potential effects that m ght occur
after.

And we have worked with the -- the scientists of
the North Sl ope Borough on devel opi ng our studi es,
particularly wth respect to bowhead whal e studi es, marine
manmal studi es, you know. Suyedam and the ot her guy,
Craig George, worked a lot with them And Shell has
given, | think, the North Sl ope Borough $5, 000,000 to do
environnental studies, and there are sone prelimnary
tal ks about sort of maxim zing their -- that study -- or
t he studi es can be done out of that noney with the studies
that we have with our noney so that we can kind of
maxi m ze the effect of our studies.

So anybody else? Didthat get to all -- | think
that got to the ones | caught.

MR JOSEPH AKPI K:  Yeah, the elimnation

of those. Thank you.
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MR, TIMHOLDER  But those are very
I nportant points. GCo ahead.

MR, RAYMOND AGUWLUK: My nane i s Raynond
Aguvl uk, A-G U V-L-UK, and | work for ny Native Vill age
of Wainwight as an EPA. And | need, like, nore
I nformati on about -- you guys mail themto ny box nunber
or to Native Village of Wai nwight, Box 143, Wi nwi ght,
Al aska 99782. | think | wote it down. Let ne check.

So -- and | just started working Novenber, so --

MR TIMHOLDER: Ckay. So you are new in
your position, then.

MR RAYMOND AGUWLUK: | know Shell was
here all summer wth us, you know. | was working for them
this summer as a radi o operator, commcenter. And they
had a little bit of problens, you know, trying to do
sei sm ¢ because the ocean and, you know, the w nd don't
mat ch t oget her

So I'mglad Sal azar stopped the drilling next
year, right? That's what | heard. So he stopped drilling
up there. So |I'm happy, you know. W don't want to see
oil spill like -- I nean, what about if we got an oi
spill; what you guys going to do with our people? | nean,
we eat fromout there, you know. And you guys going to
send us chicken or steak? No way. W |ove our garden out

there, so --
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And send ne all that information about you guys'

deal so | could obtain ny council, you know. |'m hoping
we have a neeting pretty soon, so -- if | got any
questions, |I'lIl call MKke here, so --

MR M KE HALLER Pl ease.

MR. RAYMOND AGUWLUK: When are you guys
going to start the five-year plan?

MR TIMHOLDER R ght now. That's what
this nmeeting is about.

MR, RAYMOND AGWLUK: Wth no peopl e?

MR TIMHOLDER: This neeting is alittle
rough because we weren't planning it till alittle bit
| ater in the week, but we got weathered out fromgetting
Into Point Hope or Point Lay, so we tried to get -- as

best we coul d, get the word out.

MR, RAYMOND AGWLUK: | nean, people are
spoiled with door prizes. |If you had door prizes, this
pl ace would be full, |ike buy diesel for themor
sonet hi ng.

MR MKE HALLER We do have one. Here
you go.

MR, TI M HOLDER: Joseph, he had told us
about door prizes and how i nportant they are. So
Joseph --

MR, JOSEPH AKPIK:  What? This is ny
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prize?

MR. TIM HOLDER  You have to shake ny hand
for the photo.

MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Am | eating chicken now
al ready?

MR TIM HOLDER: Even better than chicken.

MR. JOSEPH AKPI K: | got a door prize
already. Carrot cake. Yeah, good for ny eyesight. WII
that help with ny eyesight? Thank you.

MR ROB MCWHORTER  That's from Barrow.

MR TIM HOLDER: W brought that all the
way fromBarrow. W inported it at great expense, great
expense.

MR. RAYMOND AGUWLUK: So I'mjust |earning
about EPA' s steps, so I'mstill going to -- ny boss is
com ng from Anchorage, going to train ne sone nore next
week. Hopefully this week. So I'll be available if you
guys -- if you guys don't contact Ira, you could ask for
Raynond, you know, if you guys start com ng back. So I'lI
be happy. | want to comrunicate with you guys, you know.
So --

MR TIMHOLDER W will accept coments
t hr ough March 31st.

MR. RAYMOND AGWLUK: So maybe -- did you

guys nail those comments to each box hol der, or no?
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MR TIM HOLDER: Ch, once we receive the
coments - -

MR MKE HALLER You want a formto send
to each box nunber?

MR. RAYMOND AGUWLUK: | f you guys nail
them sone people wll fill them out, you know.

MR TIMHOLDER: W can do that.

MR. RAYMOND AGUWWLUK: All right. Thanks.

MR TIM HOLDER: Thank you. We will be
back in sone nont hs down the road for another round of
public meetings with the draft environnental i npact
st at enment .

MR. RAYMOND AGUWWLUK: So are you guys
going to work with the village corporation and the city
council or --

MR TIMHOLDER: No. W haven't had -- we
have had governnent to governnment neetings, or tried to
have them but -- and we will -- let's say today we didn't

make it with the Wai nwight for governnent to government,

but we will try to nake up for this by doing one over the
phone that we wi |l arrange.
MR. RAYMOND AGUWLUK: | w sh there was

nor e people, you know, so --
MR TI M HOLDER: Wien we were here in

Novenber, there were, |ike, 25 people, so this whol e area
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was filled up. So -- all right.
MR, RAYMOND AGULUK: Yeah, thanks.
M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK: My name is

Marj ori e Angashuk. | used to work for -- fire station for
VWai nwight Fire Departnment for 20 years. And then after |
retired, they want ne to cone back for five nore years. |
say |'mgoing to drop dead. | don't want to. So | find
out -- | find out nyself in a hard way, and | was thinking
like this and | say, oh, ny God, everything sure change.

Wien | was growi ng up, there used to be al
ki nds of aninmals. Nowadays when we get to our age, not
enough. And then when | went to Barrow for El ders'
conference, | listened to sone of the stories. | know
that there is lots, lots, and |ots of Elders conpl aining
where is our animal. W don't want to eat hanburger. W
don't want to eat French fry. W don't want to eat
chicken. W want to eat Eskino food on our own way. And
| told them yeah, everything is changed around.

| notice ice is changing different. The weat her
I's changing. The animals is changing. Were are they go?
They are gone. Where is the caribou? Hardly any. W
used to get how nmany when | was grow ng up, but nowadays
we only get only one. Nowadays. W used to go fox,
trapping with ny dad. | used to be a trapper wth ny dad.

Lots of fox: Red fox, white fox, gray fox, blue fox, any
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kind of fox. M dad was a trapper, and | have to cook
sonething for himwhile he's trappi ng around.

But anyway, | just want to let you know why the
worl d i s changi ng around and hardly any animals com ng
this way. Thank you.

MR TIMHOLDER | have a question for
you. The animals you nentioned were | and ani nal s.

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK:  Yeah.

MR TI M HOLDER: Wuld you say the sane
t hi ng about the marine mammal s?

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK:  Yeah.

MR, TIM HOLDER: Sane t hi ng?

MS. MARJORI E ANGASHUK:  Yeah, sane thing.
Al'l kinds of animal, polar bear, fox, walrus, seal, ducks
and all those.

MR TI M HOLDER: Bi rds?

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK: Not enough.
just wanted to |let you know. Thank you.

MR, TIMHOLDER  Yep. Thank you. W
don't do studies, by and large, for |and mammals. There
are other agencies that do those kind of studies, but
the -- we do waterfow and then marine mammal s and fi sh
and those kind of things. So we try to keep track of
what' s goi ng on.

MS. MARJORI E ANGASHUK: My dad used to be
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a hunter, hunting everything. But now he's gone.

MR. TERRY TAGAROOK: [|I'mstill gathering
my thoughts. Terry Tagarook. [|I'mretired. Wat |I've
| earned, what |'ve |l earned fromthe past and from ny
El ders, the late Uncle Greg Tagarook read a scripture from
the Bible, and it was before whaling season. It said that
the animals that God created for the North Slope residents
and that those are the aboriginal people, indigenous
people that were -- that migrated fromacross, and then we
ended up here. They ended up here, and that's where we
grew up.

He said they said to take care of the aninals
and they will nmultiply. And they had. And then those
darn whal ers, Yankee whal ers, started com ng around and
al nost depl eted the whaling popul ation until they had no
use for the bal een or the blubber. And fromthat, you
know, we were taught to respect our |and aninmals, our sea
manmmal s, and to show respect to our land. It wll
repl eni sh every year. So when we hunt our manmals out in
the ocean or the land aninals, we just get what we need to
sustain us for the winter, comng w nter.

We have cellars in the sumer that we could
store for this long wi nter ahead when the caribou mgrate
back down south. And we hunt our sea manmals and we store

themin our cellars. And that was a way of famlies
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being -- and extended famlies going in one canoe or skin
boat where these famlies got together and went out and
got it. \What they brought back with them they divided
anmong the people that went along in the boat. They
shared. And sonetines they were |ucky. Sonetines they
weren't. They had not hi ng.

But what our El ders and our forefathers had to
| earn was they studied the skies, the ocean, the w nds,
and they | earned. And back then the ice used to be really
thick. But today it's not as thick as it used to be. It
won't hold up a 50-foot whale. It will just keep breaking
unless we find ice that's piled up on top of each other
that's thick enough to haul it up. And it's getting
harder to find ice thick enough to hold a 50-foot-plus
whale. And we were lucky to get a small whale this
spring, last spring, and a 50-footer where we -- where we
were able to pull it up.

And it seens like this climate change is
affecting the ice and |late freeze up. And that's -- |
t hought we were going to have good ice this year, this
| ast year. W had good ice, but then the wi nd cane around
and blew that ice all the way out, alnost to the shore.
And when the southwest or west wind cane in, the ice piled
up in front of -- on the beach. And when that ice pile

up, the pressure ridges are not as thick as they used to
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be. Alnost three feet, in fact. Wen you go down to the
edge of the bank, you will see howthin it is.

And climate change is affecting our walruses.
The springtinme, once the ice goes out after the whaling
season, the ice goes out and doesn't conme back anynore
like it used to. But when it used to, it used to cone
back in in August and, you know, just go ashore; and when
t he waves start coming in, they wll be just like the
breakers and keep the -- keep the banks from erodi ng. But
with the ice gone, we have nore erosi on nowadays.

And what -- what the oil conpanies and the other
agencies need to do is study what our people have | earned
about our environnment. Study what is going to happen to
the food cycle of our land manmals -- | nean, sea nammal s
once that is depleted. Once sonething happens, it's not
goi ng to cone back. And those are the very mamal s we
depend on when we are out gathering for the com ng w nter.

And it's a small w ndow of when we can hunt
wal ruses. But they are com ng ashore. Like when they
cane ashore close to Point Lay, they -- they had no ice to
go to. They just hauled out. And that's going to be
sonet hing that's going to be happening nore often if the
I ce doesn't cone back

And I'mthinking that sonetine in the future the

whales will be com ng through, but I don't knowif the ice
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I's going to be thick enough to hold a whale so we coul d
but cher them on the ice.

And these are things that you need to study, the
food cycles of the different species in the ocean and what
effect it will have if the food cycles is disturbed.

And | woul d appreciate if the people that are
goi ng to be doing sone exploration have ot her peopl e study
the ocean, the currents. | know our people here in
VWai nw i ght and the corporati on have been doi ng studies on
the current with sone of the oil conpanies. | forget who.

But | think that's a step toward working with
the oil conpanies, working together to make things easier
for both us and them and studying the currents and
studying the winds and |learning the conditions of the sea
ice. | think that this is the way to go about it. But if
you don't listen to us, why go out and then just disturb
t he cycl e.

That's all | have to say. And |'m hopi ng that
you show respect to our |and and our sea |i ke we have
al ways. Thanks.

MR TIMHOLDER: Al right. Thanks.

MR JOSEPH AKPI K:  Joseph Akpi k agai n.
want to thank Terry for a good comment, for having good
relations with our tribal. And | want to make this

particul ar Executive Order 13-175. This is a government
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to governnent relation which neans from Departnent of
Interior to the Native Village of Wai nwight and not any
other entity like the North Slope Borough, even though the
Nort h Sl ope Borough is under the State jurisdiction. But
the Native Village of Wainwight is under the Departnent
of Interior. So this is the governnent to governnent
relations to work closely with Native Village of

VWai nwight, Native Village of Point Hope, Native Village
of Point Lay.

And this is sone of the things that we -- Terry
wer e sayi ng about our good working together. And so this
s what that Executive Order 13-175 neant, to have a good
wor ki ng rel ati onship, work with these people, the Native
and | CAS, | nupiat Community of the Arctic Sl ope.

And so these are sone of the things that we can
do because the State of Alaska is starting to get an
interest and we would like to override State of Al aska
because they only have three mles jurisdiction. The
tribal have 20 mles. The federal government have 20
mles limt. And it's going to be subject. And not with
the State. And so the State has been intervening every
whi ch way, and especially on this Arctic coastal. W
woul d li ke to see our good relations with the other
coastal comunities that we can work together, along wth

our agency fromthe Departnent of Interior. And so public
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rel ati ons, governnent to governnment relations neans a | ot
to what Terry has said, and I'mglad that he had said
t hat .

And another thing is Executive Order 12-898,
February 4, 1998, Jefferson -- President Cinton put that
executive order, environnental justice, put it. Yeah.
Let me get this straight here. Environnental justice. W
have to foll ow al ong, which Native Village of Wi nwi ght
is going to follow along, which it is the policy that the
Departnment of Interior have to respect us and abi de by
t hat executive order, environmental justice. And so
hopefully our working relations can work together to nmake
It worKk.

| know we are -- the situation we are in is very
risky in every which way. The ice -- we can see right now
when | observed comng in fromBarrow this norning, there
is an open |lead already. Mist be ten mles out. And gee
whiz. And further up north toward Barrow, there is open
| ead al ready. What does that tell us? It's ready to
break open.

And so these are sone of the things that's

unpredictable. It's very risky, and it's going to be very
risky for platforns. |If they ever do decide to drill on
platforms, the platforns is -- | don't know what woul d

happen if that ice pressure puts out against the platform
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There it is. And so it's not only going to be the ice
novenment. |It's going to be the ice current, like | said
earlier.

And another thing that I would |like to coment
is | hope that they don't nake the ring seals nor the
bear ded seal s as an endangered species. Those are the two
species that we hunt in summertine, spring and summer.
And this is nostly our sea manmmal diet food that we have,
t he bl ubber. W need the bl ubber in order to keep warm
If I don't eat blubber, | get cold out there. | haven't
eaten bl ubber for two nonths. And these clothes, it don't
matter. It's cold now If you don't eat no bl ubber, if
we don't eat our Native food -- like Marjorie says, we
need our food, our Native food, blubber. This is our
survival diet.

And so hopefully you don't get that ringed seal
and the bearded seal as an endangered species. And I
woul d encourage the Departnent of Interior not to nmake it
an endangered species, neither the polar bear, because

there are plenty enough. There are. And this is why we

respect the nature. W follow nature. It tells us. If
the current don't let us, well, we will wait for another
day. If it's blowing the wong different directions, our

| unch are not com ng. The eider ducks are not com ng.

Ei der ducks are our | unch. A whal e is our dinner.
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And so these are sone of the things that we

have -- our nmain diets. |If | eat a hanburger, if | eat
even beef, | get hungry after a while. But if | eat
whale, | can last for a day and a half. And so this is

the diet that we have. And so we have to preserve in
every which way we can. Thank you very mnuch

MR, TI M HOLDER:  Thank you. Well,
anybody -- we have got a snall crowd here, so --

M5. MARJORI E ANGASHUK: There's a | ot of
El der out in Barrow conpl ai n about Eskinb food. They get
hungry for blubber. They don't want to eat -- they get
tired of White people food. | don't want that. That nmake
me sick. That's how cone nost of the people are dying
fromdifferent kind of food.

MR JOSEPH AKPI K: (besity is com ng out.
Chem cals are all in there. But we got natural food.
Thank you. Go ahead, Marjorie.

MS. MARJORI E ANGASHUK: | was just sitting
by one of the Elders, and she was from Nui gsut, and she
hol | er her heart out and she asked, God, bring our food
back. She say, if | eat nmuktuk the way you say, right, if
| eat nuktuk, we won't get hungry days. Keep us warm
mukt uk.

| renmenber when | was grow ng up when | was

small, | used to be really cold, and | say to ny dad, Dad,
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I"mcold. | go in the sleeping bag, | want to run around
the little house, and he would cut a piece of nuktuk for
me, blubber, and | lay in the bed and then | go like this
[denpbnstrating] and | start getting hot. That nade ne
feel so good. | still renenber the way | was grow ng up.
Nowadays, we don't know why we don't see enough pol ar bear
nowadays. But now everyt hi ng changed.
MR, TERRY TAGAROOK: One | ast comment.

Wien | was in the service and | was overseas for 11 nonths
and 28 days, and | was out in the boonies and eating
C-rations for the whole year, and ny system had got used
to the Crations that the Arny gave us for neals. |
hardly ate any, but we were all young, you know, 19-,
20-year-olds. And we were pretty active. And then having
to eat the C-rations that they gave us for the whol e year
except for Thanksgi ving and Chri stnas when we had a turkey
out in the field.

And then when | cane back, you know, ny system

was not used to the Native food that | was used to before

| went over, and | had to get -- get used to the food that
| grewup with. It took a while. But the hardest one was
the walrus, and it just -- and | think | ate too nuch at

one tinme. And then | had to take it slowy a little bit
at a tine, and got ny system back into the |Inupiaq system

again instead of the G rations. And that's the difference
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that | noticed when | cane back. | had to get used to the
Native food | grew up wth.

So that's sonmething that -- what our oceans have
out there, that's our food. And with our store shelves
starting to | ook enpty now with that bypass neal not
com ng through anynore, we have to wait maybe how nany
days for this kind of food, the chicken or beef or
whatever. |It's getting harder to -- with that bypass neal
not going through like it used to. That hotel food is not
too good. It taste good on it, but they don't last |ong.

MR TIMHOLDER: Well, all right.
Everybody, we are okay to close the neeting? Raynond, you
have anything el se to say?

MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK: No.

MR TIMHOLDER: W don't want to cut
anybody off. W are off the record.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:08 p.m)
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that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
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2011.
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2               (Blessing given by Joseph Akpik.)



            3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, my name is Tim 



            4    Holder.  And I'm with the Bureau of Ocean Energy 



            5    Management, Regulation, and Enforcement, used to be called 



            6    Minerals Management Service, MMS.  And we're here to talk 



            7    about what we call our five-year program, which is 



            8    required by law that every five years our agency needs to 



            9    have a program for what kind of lease sales we might have 



           10    in our different planning areas.  And our planning areas 



           11    that are up here are the Beaufort Sea planning area and 



           12    the Chukchi Sea planning area.  



           13              And part of the process is we write a 



           14    programmatic environmental impact statement under the 



           15    National Environmental Policy Act.  And the first step of 



           16    that is to hold what we call a scoping meeting, which is 



           17    just to get ideas from the public about whatever concerns 



           18    they have that are related to these things.  And of 



           19    course, the primary thing that can come out of these -- 



           20    this five-year program is ultimately oil and gas leasing 



           21    for oil and gas offshore.  And the offshore is the Outer 



           22    Continental Shelf, which is three miles seaward.  



           23              Just to give you some context, first comes the 



           24    five-year program, and we end up -- after the scoping 



           25    meeting, we get the draft environmental impact statement.  
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            1    We come back for more meetings.  Then we do a final EIS, 



            2    then we -- that goes ultimately to the Secretary of 



            3    Interior who decides whether and how many lease sales to 



            4    put into the plan.  



            5              Now, once we have the plan, it doesn't 



            6    necessarily mean that they will follow through on those 



            7    lease sales.  Usually they do.  The current program we are 



            8    in right now, after the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, he 



            9    pulled back the lease sales that were pending in the -- 



           10    the two in the Chukchi and the two in the Beaufort.  So 



           11    that usually doesn't happen, but it did happen.  So -- 



           12              But if we hold lease sales that are off of the 



           13    five-year program, then if there is bidding on leases and 



           14    you have winning leases, then oil and gas companies can 



           15    then apply for permits to go out and explore, and if they 



           16    find resources, then they will maybe apply for permits for 



           17    production facilities, and then they would build whatever 



           18    resource and then we issue more permits after that.  So 



           19    there is lots of steps that take lots of time to go 



           20    through.  



           21              So with that kind of context -- and this is 



           22    different than our meeting that we had in November.  This 



           23    is different pieces of our process, but -- so I'll just 



           24    open it up for any comments that you have.  



           25                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Joseph Akpik.  I reside 
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            1    in Barrow and come here working on my line of work.  But I 



            2    do want to comment on this five-year plan on the lease 



            3    sale in Chukchi Sea.  And I've worked -- I've worked in 



            4    Shell Oil in that popcorn and burger project, and I've 



            5    seen at that particular time in 1988, that was a good 



            6    year.  And I see the operations and it worked out good, 



            7    but it's -- there were -- 



            8              Some things that we faced was the high, 



            9    rough waters.  And at one time we almost lost our drilling 



           10    rig, the Discovery, and it was a bad storm.  And so we 



           11    broke -- there were two broken -- two broken strands of 



           12    anchors on that drill ship.  And that's how strong the 



           13    winds had gone that particular season.  And so we lost 



           14    some anchors, and it was something that we had to face.  



           15    And I don't know where -- and I did not very well agree 



           16    with disposing drilling fluid onto Chukchi Sea.  And these 



           17    are some of the things.  



           18              I guess it was the first project that I was on.  



           19    And I certainly do not want to see another project that's 



           20    disposing drilling fluids, especially with toxic chemicals 



           21    that does.  And I don't care if it's -- if the drilling 



           22    mud has been approved by your agent, but it's very well 



           23    likely that it's -- it can harm our sea mammals.  And so 



           24    this is what -- that hopefully that we have improved some 



           25    of these -- some of these efforts to drill.  
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            1              And another thing that I'd like to bring is are 



            2    we going to be monitoring the current, ocean current?  



            3    Which way is it going?  How fast is it going?  Have we 



            4    done enough studies on our ocean to see if we can handle 



            5    these drill ships or whatever this five-year plan that we 



            6    are talking about?  



            7              So the ocean current and the weather, it rules 



            8    us, us in -- us Eskimos up here because we respect nature.  



            9    We follow the nature.  We respect the nature.  And if it's 



           10    blowing snow, if it's rough waters, we don't go out.  And 



           11    we are very limited.  And hopefully it does not impact our 



           12    sea mammals.  So these are some of the things that we have 



           13    to think about and do a bit more study.  



           14              Another thing is ice movement.  That's a very, 



           15    very risk to be out and drilling.  And let alone, it's -- 



           16    when you run those exploratory things on -- it doesn't go 



           17    well, either.  There are a lot of studies that got to be 



           18    done.  And of course, we all seen the Gulf -- Gulf of 



           19    Mexico's oil spill, and we don't ever want to see that 



           20    because if we ever do see that, it will affect the four 



           21    countries:  Russia, Greenland, Canada, America under the 



           22    polar cap.  And if that current runs around in the polar 



           23    cap and we have got a spill, that's going to impact all 



           24    four countries.  And I'm sure President Obama has given 



           25    some directions to have good relations with the four 
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            1    countries.  



            2              So these are some of the things that we have to 



            3    consider, please, before we can try any of these.  



            4              Of course, we can do some exploration, but do 



            5    away some of those risks, like I'm saying, the ocean 



            6    currents, ice movement.  We have an agent, NOAA, National 



            7    Oceanic Atmospheric Agency.  They can have a satellite 



            8    view of the ice movement, which way is the ice movement 



            9    going.  And so these are some of the technologies.  We can 



           10    run the popcorn to test the current.  Have we ever run any 



           11    popcorn to test the ocean current?  I would like to have 



           12    some answers in this particular hearing that we have here.  



           13              And that's all I have.  Joseph Akpik, former 



           14    borough assemblyman, former Arctic Slope board of 



           15    directors, and former executive council for Inupiat 



           16    Community of the Arctic.  Thank you.



           17                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, I'll try to answer 



           18    a few of those questions.  Our agency, since the '70s, has 



           19    been doing environmental studies of all the matters of the 



           20    environment, including what we call physical oceanography, 



           21    which is of the currents and wind direction and ocean 



           22    current direction.  And we have collected a lot of data.  



           23              We still collect data because things can change, 



           24    obviously.  The amount of ice cover and the extent of ice 



           25    cover is, you know, changing, particularly in the last 
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            1    ten, 15 years.  And they incorporate this data into models 



            2    that if you had spills from any particular point, it would 



            3    show where the oil would hit the shoreline.  So that's -- 



            4    that's part of what they do.  



            5              We -- our agency does -- in fact, one of my jobs 



            6    is to represent our agency with what's known as the Arctic 



            7    Council.  It's made up of eight Arctic nations.  We 



            8    collect data, environmental data.  



            9              Well, there are six working groups.  One is 



           10    focused on collecting environmental data, including 



           11    physical oceanography for the whole circumpolar area.  



           12    There is one working group that's for emergency 



           13    preparation and preparedness.  And that's to have 



           14    cooperation from nation to nation.  Well, first of all, to 



           15    prevent any kind of oil spill and, second of all, to 



           16    cooperate with each other if there was an oil spill.  So 



           17    you know, when you've got neighboring nations, Canada to 



           18    U.S., U.S. to Russia, Russia to Norway, and so forth, 



           19    that's how that works.  



           20              Let's see.  I think your points on the 



           21    discharges are well taken.  I'm definitely not an expert 



           22    in that area.  Those permits, the national pollution -- 



           23    NPDES, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 



           24    permits are run by EPA, and the idea is to minimize toxic 



           25    pollutants from going into the water.  And we -- our 
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            1    agency cooperates with EPA on those permits that are 



            2    related to operations on the Outer Continental Shelf.  



            3              So one of the studies related to toxic 



            4    pollutants that has been going on for, let's see, I would 



            5    say a good three years in the Chukchi Sea is baseline 



            6    studies, including heavy metals and POPs and those kind of 



            7    things to measure against if there were -- once operations 



            8    get going out in the Chukchi to, you know, have a baseline 



            9    to check against any potential effects that might occur 



           10    after.  



           11              And we have worked with the -- the scientists of 



           12    the North Slope Borough on developing our studies, 



           13    particularly with respect to bowhead whale studies, marine 



           14    mammal studies, you know.  Suyedam and the other guy, 



           15    Craig George, worked a lot with them.  And Shell has 



           16    given, I think, the North Slope Borough $5,000,000 to do 



           17    environmental studies, and there are some preliminary 



           18    talks about sort of maximizing their -- that study -- or 



           19    the studies can be done out of that money with the studies 



           20    that we have with our money so that we can kind of 



           21    maximize the effect of our studies.  



           22              So anybody else?  Did that get to all -- I think 



           23    that got to the ones I caught.  



           24                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Yeah, the elimination 



           25    of those.  Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But those are very 



            2    important points.  Go ahead.  



            3                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  My name is Raymond 



            4    Aguvluk, A-G-U-V-L-U-K, and I work for my Native Village 



            5    of Wainwright as an EPA.  And I need, like, more 



            6    information about -- you guys mail them to my box number 



            7    or to Native Village of Wainwright, Box 143, Wainwright, 



            8    Alaska 99782.  I think I wrote it down.  Let me check.  



            9    So -- and I just started working November, so --



           10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Okay.  So you are new in 



           11    your position, then.



           12                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  I know Shell was 



           13    here all summer with us, you know.  I was working for them 



           14    this summer as a radio operator, comm center.  And they 



           15    had a little bit of problems, you know, trying to do 



           16    seismic because the ocean and, you know, the wind don't 



           17    match together.  



           18              So I'm glad Salazar stopped the drilling next 



           19    year, right?  That's what I heard.  So he stopped drilling 



           20    up there.  So I'm happy, you know.  We don't want to see 



           21    oil spill like -- I mean, what about if we got an oil 



           22    spill; what you guys going to do with our people?  I mean, 



           23    we eat from out there, you know.  And you guys going to 



           24    send us chicken or steak?  No way.  We love our garden out 



           25    there, so -- 
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            1              And send me all that information about you guys' 



            2    deal so I could obtain my council, you know.  I'm hoping 



            3    we have a meeting pretty soon, so -- if I got any 



            4    questions, I'll call Mike here, so --



            5                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Please.



            6                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  When are you guys 



            7    going to start the five-year plan?  



            8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Right now.  That's what 



            9    this meeting is about.



           10                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  With no people?  



           11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  This meeting is a little 



           12    rough because we weren't planning it till a little bit 



           13    later in the week, but we got weathered out from getting 



           14    into Point Hope or Point Lay, so we tried to get -- as 



           15    best we could, get the word out.  



           16                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  I mean, people are 



           17    spoiled with door prizes.  If you had door prizes, this 



           18    place would be full, like buy diesel for them or 



           19    something.



           20                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  We do have one.  Here 



           21    you go.  



           22                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Joseph, he had told us 



           23    about door prizes and how important they are.  So 



           24    Joseph --                      



           25                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  What?  This is my 
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            1    prize?  



            2                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  You have to shake my hand 



            3    for the photo.



            4                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Am I eating chicken now 



            5    already?  



            6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Even better than chicken.



            7                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  I got a door prize 



            8    already.  Carrot cake.  Yeah, good for my eyesight.  Will 



            9    that help with my eyesight?  Thank you.



           10                    MR. ROB MCWHORTER:  That's from Barrow.  



           11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We brought that all the 



           12    way from Barrow.  We imported it at great expense, great 



           13    expense.



           14                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So I'm just learning 



           15    about EPA's steps, so I'm still going to -- my boss is 



           16    coming from Anchorage, going to train me some more next 



           17    week.  Hopefully this week.  So I'll be available if you 



           18    guys -- if you guys don't contact Ira, you could ask for 



           19    Raymond, you know, if you guys start coming back.  So I'll 



           20    be happy.  I want to communicate with you guys, you know.  



           21    So --



           22                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We will accept comments 



           23    through March 31st.  



           24                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So maybe -- did you 



           25    guys mail those comments to each box holder, or no?
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            1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Oh, once we receive the 



            2    comments -- 



            3                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  You want a form to send 



            4    to each box number?  



            5                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  If you guys mail 



            6    them, some people will fill them out, you know.



            7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We can do that.



            8                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  All right.  Thanks.



            9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  We will be 



           10    back in some months down the road for another round of 



           11    public meetings with the draft environmental impact 



           12    statement.  



           13                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So are you guys 



           14    going to work with the village corporation and the city 



           15    council or --



           16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  No.  We haven't had -- we 



           17    have had government to government meetings, or tried to 



           18    have them, but -- and we will -- let's say today we didn't 



           19    make it with the Wainwright for government to government, 



           20    but we will try to make up for this by doing one over the 



           21    phone that we will arrange.  



           22                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  I wish there was 



           23    more people, you know, so --



           24                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  When we were here in 



           25    November, there were, like, 25 people, so this whole area 
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            1    was filled up.  So -- all right.



            2                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  Yeah, thanks.  



            3                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  My name is 



            4    Marjorie Angashuk.  I used to work for -- fire station for 



            5    Wainwright Fire Department for 20 years.  And then after I 



            6    retired, they want me to come back for five more years.  I 



            7    say I'm going to drop dead.  I don't want to.  So I find 



            8    out -- I find out myself in a hard way, and I was thinking 



            9    like this and I say, oh, my God, everything sure change.  



           10              When I was growing up, there used to be all 



           11    kinds of animals.  Nowadays when we get to our age, not 



           12    enough.  And then when I went to Barrow for Elders' 



           13    conference, I listened to some of the stories.  I know 



           14    that there is lots, lots, and lots of Elders complaining 



           15    where is our animal.  We don't want to eat hamburger.  We 



           16    don't want to eat French fry.  We don't want to eat 



           17    chicken.  We want to eat Eskimo food on our own way.  And 



           18    I told them yeah, everything is changed around.  



           19              I notice ice is changing different.  The weather 



           20    is changing.  The animals is changing.  Where are they go?  



           21    They are gone.  Where is the caribou?  Hardly any.  We 



           22    used to get how many when I was growing up, but nowadays 



           23    we only get only one.  Nowadays.  We used to go fox, 



           24    trapping with my dad.  I used to be a trapper with my dad.  



           25    Lots of fox:  Red fox, white fox, gray fox, blue fox, any 
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            1    kind of fox.  My dad was a trapper, and I have to cook 



            2    something for him while he's trapping around.  



            3              But anyway, I just want to let you know why the 



            4    world is changing around and hardly any animals coming 



            5    this way.  Thank you.  



            6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I have a question for 



            7    you.  The animals you mentioned were land animals.     



            8                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  Yeah.  



            9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Would you say the same 



           10    thing about the marine mammals?



           11                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  Yeah.



           12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Same thing?  



           13                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  Yeah, same thing.  



           14    All kinds of animal, polar bear, fox, walrus, seal, ducks 



           15    and all those.



           16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Birds?



           17                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  Not enough.  I 



           18    just wanted to let you know.  Thank you.  



           19                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yep.  Thank you.  We 



           20    don't do studies, by and large, for land mammals.  There 



           21    are other agencies that do those kind of studies, but 



           22    the -- we do waterfowl and then marine mammals and fish 



           23    and those kind of things.  So we try to keep track of 



           24    what's going on.



           25                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  My dad used to be 
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            1    a hunter, hunting everything.  But now he's gone.  



            2                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I'm still gathering 



            3    my thoughts.  Terry Tagarook.  I'm retired.  What I've 



            4    learned, what I've learned from the past and from my 



            5    Elders, the late Uncle Greg Tagarook read a scripture from 



            6    the Bible, and it was before whaling season.  It said that 



            7    the animals that God created for the North Slope residents 



            8    and that those are the aboriginal people, indigenous 



            9    people that were -- that migrated from across, and then we 



           10    ended up here.  They ended up here, and that's where we 



           11    grew up.  



           12              He said they said to take care of the animals 



           13    and they will multiply.  And they had.  And then those 



           14    darn whalers, Yankee whalers, started coming around and 



           15    almost depleted the whaling population until they had no 



           16    use for the baleen or the blubber.  And from that, you 



           17    know, we were taught to respect our land animals, our sea 



           18    mammals, and to show respect to our land.  It will 



           19    replenish every year.  So when we hunt our mammals out in 



           20    the ocean or the land animals, we just get what we need to 



           21    sustain us for the winter, coming winter.  



           22              We have cellars in the summer that we could 



           23    store for this long winter ahead when the caribou migrate 



           24    back down south.  And we hunt our sea mammals and we store 



           25    them in our cellars.  And that was a way of families 
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            1    being -- and extended families going in one canoe or skin 



            2    boat where these families got together and went out and 



            3    got it.  What they brought back with them they divided 



            4    among the people that went along in the boat.  They 



            5    shared.  And sometimes they were lucky.  Sometimes they 



            6    weren't.  They had nothing.  



            7              But what our Elders and our forefathers had to 



            8    learn was they studied the skies, the ocean, the winds, 



            9    and they learned.  And back then the ice used to be really 



           10    thick.  But today it's not as thick as it used to be.  It 



           11    won't hold up a 50-foot whale.  It will just keep breaking 



           12    unless we find ice that's piled up on top of each other 



           13    that's thick enough to haul it up.  And it's getting 



           14    harder to find ice thick enough to hold a 50-foot-plus 



           15    whale.  And we were lucky to get a small whale this 



           16    spring, last spring, and a 50-footer where we -- where we 



           17    were able to pull it up.  



           18              And it seems like this climate change is 



           19    affecting the ice and late freeze up.  And that's -- I 



           20    thought we were going to have good ice this year, this 



           21    last year.  We had good ice, but then the wind came around 



           22    and blew that ice all the way out, almost to the shore.  



           23    And when the southwest or west wind came in, the ice piled 



           24    up in front of -- on the beach.  And when that ice pile 



           25    up, the pressure ridges are not as thick as they used to 
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            1    be.  Almost three feet, in fact.  When you go down to the 



            2    edge of the bank, you will see how thin it is.  



            3              And climate change is affecting our walruses.  



            4    The springtime, once the ice goes out after the whaling 



            5    season, the ice goes out and doesn't come back anymore 



            6    like it used to.  But when it used to, it used to come 



            7    back in in August and, you know, just go ashore; and when 



            8    the waves start coming in, they will be just like the 



            9    breakers and keep the -- keep the banks from eroding.  But 



           10    with the ice gone, we have more erosion nowadays.  



           11              And what -- what the oil companies and the other 



           12    agencies need to do is study what our people have learned 



           13    about our environment.  Study what is going to happen to 



           14    the food cycle of our land mammals -- I mean, sea mammals 



           15    once that is depleted.  Once something happens, it's not 



           16    going to come back.  And those are the very mammals we 



           17    depend on when we are out gathering for the coming winter.  



           18              And it's a small window of when we can hunt 



           19    walruses.  But they are coming ashore.  Like when they 



           20    came ashore close to Point Lay, they -- they had no ice to 



           21    go to.  They just hauled out.  And that's going to be 



           22    something that's going to be happening more often if the 



           23    ice doesn't come back.  



           24              And I'm thinking that sometime in the future the 



           25    whales will be coming through, but I don't know if the ice 
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            1    is going to be thick enough to hold a whale so we could 



            2    butcher them on the ice.  



            3              And these are things that you need to study, the 



            4    food cycles of the different species in the ocean and what 



            5    effect it will have if the food cycles is disturbed.  



            6              And I would appreciate if the people that are 



            7    going to be doing some exploration have other people study 



            8    the ocean, the currents.  I know our people here in 



            9    Wainwright and the corporation have been doing studies on 



           10    the current with some of the oil companies.  I forget who.  



           11              But I think that's a step toward working with 



           12    the oil companies, working together to make things easier 



           13    for both us and them and studying the currents and 



           14    studying the winds and learning the conditions of the sea 



           15    ice.  I think that this is the way to go about it.  But if 



           16    you don't listen to us, why go out and then just disturb 



           17    the cycle.  



           18              That's all I have to say.  And I'm hoping that 



           19    you show respect to our land and our sea like we have 



           20    always.  Thanks.



           21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  All right.  Thanks.



           22                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Joseph Akpik again.  I 



           23    want to thank Terry for a good comment, for having good 



           24    relations with our tribal.  And I want to make this 



           25    particular Executive Order 13-175.  This is a government 
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            1    to government relation which means from Department of 



            2    Interior to the Native Village of Wainwright and not any 



            3    other entity like the North Slope Borough, even though the 



            4    North Slope Borough is under the State jurisdiction.  But 



            5    the Native Village of Wainwright is under the Department 



            6    of Interior.  So this is the government to government 



            7    relations to work closely with Native Village of 



            8    Wainwright, Native Village of Point Hope, Native Village 



            9    of Point Lay.  



           10              And this is some of the things that we -- Terry 



           11    were saying about our good working together.  And so this 



           12    is what that Executive Order 13-175 meant, to have a good 



           13    working relationship, work with these people, the Native 



           14    and ICAS, Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  



           15              And so these are some of the things that we can 



           16    do because the State of Alaska is starting to get an 



           17    interest and we would like to override State of Alaska 



           18    because they only have three miles jurisdiction.  The 



           19    tribal have 20 miles.  The federal government have 20 



           20    miles limit.  And it's going to be subject.  And not with 



           21    the State.  And so the State has been intervening every 



           22    which way, and especially on this Arctic coastal.  We 



           23    would like to see our good relations with the other 



           24    coastal communities that we can work together, along with 



           25    our agency from the Department of Interior.  And so public 
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            1    relations, government to government relations means a lot 



            2    to what Terry has said, and I'm glad that he had said 



            3    that.  



            4              And another thing is Executive Order 12-898, 



            5    February 4, 1998, Jefferson -- President Clinton put that 



            6    executive order, environmental justice, put it.  Yeah.  



            7    Let me get this straight here.  Environmental justice.  We 



            8    have to follow along, which Native Village of Wainwright 



            9    is going to follow along, which it is the policy that the 



           10    Department of Interior have to respect us and abide by 



           11    that executive order, environmental justice.  And so 



           12    hopefully our working relations can work together to make 



           13    it work.  



           14              I know we are -- the situation we are in is very 



           15    risky in every which way.  The ice -- we can see right now 



           16    when I observed coming in from Barrow this morning, there 



           17    is an open lead already.  Must be ten miles out.  And gee 



           18    whiz.  And further up north toward Barrow, there is open 



           19    lead already.  What does that tell us?  It's ready to 



           20    break open.  



           21              And so these are some of the things that's 



           22    unpredictable.  It's very risky, and it's going to be very 



           23    risky for platforms.  If they ever do decide to drill on 



           24    platforms, the platforms is -- I don't know what would 



           25    happen if that ice pressure puts out against the platform.  
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            1    There it is.  And so it's not only going to be the ice 



            2    movement.  It's going to be the ice current, like I said 



            3    earlier.  



            4              And another thing that I would like to comment 



            5    is I hope that they don't make the ring seals nor the 



            6    bearded seals as an endangered species.  Those are the two 



            7    species that we hunt in summertime, spring and summer.  



            8    And this is mostly our sea mammal diet food that we have, 



            9    the blubber.  We need the blubber in order to keep warm.  



           10    If I don't eat blubber, I get cold out there.  I haven't 



           11    eaten blubber for two months.  And these clothes, it don't 



           12    matter.  It's cold now.  If you don't eat no blubber, if 



           13    we don't eat our Native food -- like Marjorie says, we 



           14    need our food, our Native food, blubber.  This is our 



           15    survival diet.  



           16              And so hopefully you don't get that ringed seal 



           17    and the bearded seal as an endangered species.  And I 



           18    would encourage the Department of Interior not to make it 



           19    an endangered species, neither the polar bear, because 



           20    there are plenty enough.  There are.  And this is why we 



           21    respect the nature.  We follow nature.  It tells us.  If 



           22    the current don't let us, well, we will wait for another 



           23    day.  If it's blowing the wrong different directions, our 



           24    lunch are not coming.  The eider ducks are not coming.  



           25    Eider ducks are our lunch.  A whale is our dinner.  







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        23







            1              And so these are some of the things that we 



            2    have -- our main diets.  If I eat a hamburger, if I eat 



            3    even beef, I get hungry after a while.  But if I eat 



            4    whale, I can last for a day and a half.  And so this is 



            5    the diet that we have.  And so we have to preserve in 



            6    every which way we can.  Thank you very much.



            7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  Well, 



            8    anybody -- we have got a small crowd here, so --



            9                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  There's a lot of 



           10    Elder out in Barrow complain about Eskimo food.  They get 



           11    hungry for blubber.  They don't want to eat -- they get 



           12    tired of White people food.  I don't want that.  That make 



           13    me sick.  That's how come most of the people are dying 



           14    from different kind of food.



           15                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Obesity is coming out.  



           16    Chemicals are all in there.  But we got natural food.  



           17    Thank you.  Go ahead, Marjorie.



           18                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  I was just sitting 



           19    by one of the Elders, and she was from Nuiqsut, and she 



           20    holler her heart out and she asked, God, bring our food 



           21    back.  She say, if I eat muktuk the way you say, right, if 



           22    I eat muktuk, we won't get hungry days.  Keep us warm, 



           23    muktuk.  



           24              I remember when I was growing up when I was 



           25    small, I used to be really cold, and I say to my dad, Dad, 
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            1    I'm cold.  I go in the sleeping bag, I want to run around 



            2    the little house, and he would cut a piece of muktuk for 



            3    me, blubber, and I lay in the bed and then I go like this 



            4    [demonstrating] and I start getting hot.  That made me 



            5    feel so good.  I still remember the way I was growing up.  



            6    Nowadays, we don't know why we don't see enough polar bear 



            7    nowadays.  But now everything changed.



            8                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  One last comment.  



            9    When I was in the service and I was overseas for 11 months 



           10    and 28 days, and I was out in the boonies and eating 



           11    C-rations for the whole year, and my system had got used 



           12    to the C-rations that the Army gave us for meals.  I 



           13    hardly ate any, but we were all young, you know, 19-, 



           14    20-year-olds.  And we were pretty active.  And then having 



           15    to eat the C-rations that they gave us for the whole year, 



           16    except for Thanksgiving and Christmas when we had a turkey 



           17    out in the field.  



           18              And then when I came back, you know, my system 



           19    was not used to the Native food that I was used to before 



           20    I went over, and I had to get -- get used to the food that 



           21    I grew up with.  It took a while.  But the hardest one was 



           22    the walrus, and it just -- and I think I ate too much at 



           23    one time.  And then I had to take it slowly a little bit 



           24    at a time, and got my system back into the Inupiaq system 



           25    again instead of the C-rations.  And that's the difference 
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            1    that I noticed when I came back.  I had to get used to the 



            2    Native food I grew up with.  



            3              So that's something that -- what our oceans have 



            4    out there, that's our food.  And with our store shelves 



            5    starting to look empty now with that bypass meal not 



            6    coming through anymore, we have to wait maybe how many 



            7    days for this kind of food, the chicken or beef or 



            8    whatever.  It's getting harder to -- with that bypass meal 



            9    not going through like it used to.  That hotel food is not 



           10    too good.  It taste good on it, but they don't last long.  



           11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, all right.  



           12    Everybody, we are okay to close the meeting?  Raymond, you 



           13    have anything else to say?



           14                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  No.



           15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We don't want to cut 



           16    anybody off.  We are off the record.  



           17               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:08 p.m.)



           18               



           19               



           20               



           21               



           22               



           23               



           24               



           25               
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2               (Blessing given by Joseph Akpik.)

  3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, my name is Tim

  4    Holder.  And I'm with the Bureau of Ocean Energy

  5    Management, Regulation, and Enforcement, used to be called

  6    Minerals Management Service, MMS.  And we're here to talk

  7    about what we call our five-year program, which is

  8    required by law that every five years our agency needs to

  9    have a program for what kind of lease sales we might have

 10    in our different planning areas.  And our planning areas

 11    that are up here are the Beaufort Sea planning area and

 12    the Chukchi Sea planning area.

 13              And part of the process is we write a

 14    programmatic environmental impact statement under the

 15    National Environmental Policy Act.  And the first step of

 16    that is to hold what we call a scoping meeting, which is

 17    just to get ideas from the public about whatever concerns

 18    they have that are related to these things.  And of

 19    course, the primary thing that can come out of these --

 20    this five-year program is ultimately oil and gas leasing

 21    for oil and gas offshore.  And the offshore is the Outer

 22    Continental Shelf, which is three miles seaward.

 23              Just to give you some context, first comes the

 24    five-year program, and we end up -- after the scoping

 25    meeting, we get the draft environmental impact statement.
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  1    We come back for more meetings.  Then we do a final EIS,

  2    then we -- that goes ultimately to the Secretary of

  3    Interior who decides whether and how many lease sales to

  4    put into the plan.

  5              Now, once we have the plan, it doesn't

  6    necessarily mean that they will follow through on those

  7    lease sales.  Usually they do.  The current program we are

  8    in right now, after the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, he

  9    pulled back the lease sales that were pending in the --

 10    the two in the Chukchi and the two in the Beaufort.  So

 11    that usually doesn't happen, but it did happen.  So --

 12              But if we hold lease sales that are off of the

 13    five-year program, then if there is bidding on leases and

 14    you have winning leases, then oil and gas companies can

 15    then apply for permits to go out and explore, and if they

 16    find resources, then they will maybe apply for permits for

 17    production facilities, and then they would build whatever

 18    resource and then we issue more permits after that.  So

 19    there is lots of steps that take lots of time to go

 20    through.

 21              So with that kind of context -- and this is

 22    different than our meeting that we had in November.  This

 23    is different pieces of our process, but -- so I'll just

 24    open it up for any comments that you have.

 25                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Joseph Akpik.  I reside
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  1    in Barrow and come here working on my line of work.  But I

  2    do want to comment on this five-year plan on the lease

  3    sale in Chukchi Sea.  And I've worked -- I've worked in

  4    Shell Oil in that popcorn and burger project, and I've

  5    seen at that particular time in 1988, that was a good

  6    year.  And I see the operations and it worked out good,

  7    but it's -- there were --

  8              Some things that we faced was the high,

  9    rough waters.  And at one time we almost lost our drilling

 10    rig, the Discovery, and it was a bad storm.  And so we

 11    broke -- there were two broken -- two broken strands of

 12    anchors on that drill ship.  And that's how strong the

 13    winds had gone that particular season.  And so we lost

 14    some anchors, and it was something that we had to face.

 15    And I don't know where -- and I did not very well agree

 16    with disposing drilling fluid onto Chukchi Sea.  And these

 17    are some of the things.

 18              I guess it was the first project that I was on.

 19    And I certainly do not want to see another project that's

 20    disposing drilling fluids, especially with toxic chemicals

 21    that does.  And I don't care if it's -- if the drilling

 22    mud has been approved by your agent, but it's very well

 23    likely that it's -- it can harm our sea mammals.  And so

 24    this is what -- that hopefully that we have improved some

 25    of these -- some of these efforts to drill.
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  1              And another thing that I'd like to bring is are

  2    we going to be monitoring the current, ocean current?

  3    Which way is it going?  How fast is it going?  Have we

  4    done enough studies on our ocean to see if we can handle

  5    these drill ships or whatever this five-year plan that we

  6    are talking about?

  7              So the ocean current and the weather, it rules

  8    us, us in -- us Eskimos up here because we respect nature.

  9    We follow the nature.  We respect the nature.  And if it's

 10    blowing snow, if it's rough waters, we don't go out.  And

 11    we are very limited.  And hopefully it does not impact our

 12    sea mammals.  So these are some of the things that we have

 13    to think about and do a bit more study.

 14              Another thing is ice movement.  That's a very,

 15    very risk to be out and drilling.  And let alone, it's --

 16    when you run those exploratory things on -- it doesn't go

 17    well, either.  There are a lot of studies that got to be

 18    done.  And of course, we all seen the Gulf -- Gulf of

 19    Mexico's oil spill, and we don't ever want to see that

 20    because if we ever do see that, it will affect the four

 21    countries:  Russia, Greenland, Canada, America under the

 22    polar cap.  And if that current runs around in the polar

 23    cap and we have got a spill, that's going to impact all

 24    four countries.  And I'm sure President Obama has given

 25    some directions to have good relations with the four
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  1    countries.

  2              So these are some of the things that we have to

  3    consider, please, before we can try any of these.

  4              Of course, we can do some exploration, but do

  5    away some of those risks, like I'm saying, the ocean

  6    currents, ice movement.  We have an agent, NOAA, National

  7    Oceanic Atmospheric Agency.  They can have a satellite

  8    view of the ice movement, which way is the ice movement

  9    going.  And so these are some of the technologies.  We can

 10    run the popcorn to test the current.  Have we ever run any

 11    popcorn to test the ocean current?  I would like to have

 12    some answers in this particular hearing that we have here.

 13              And that's all I have.  Joseph Akpik, former

 14    borough assemblyman, former Arctic Slope board of

 15    directors, and former executive council for Inupiat

 16    Community of the Arctic.  Thank you.

 17                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, I'll try to answer

 18    a few of those questions.  Our agency, since the '70s, has

 19    been doing environmental studies of all the matters of the

 20    environment, including what we call physical oceanography,

 21    which is of the currents and wind direction and ocean

 22    current direction.  And we have collected a lot of data.

 23              We still collect data because things can change,

 24    obviously.  The amount of ice cover and the extent of ice

 25    cover is, you know, changing, particularly in the last
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  1    ten, 15 years.  And they incorporate this data into models

  2    that if you had spills from any particular point, it would

  3    show where the oil would hit the shoreline.  So that's --

  4    that's part of what they do.

  5              We -- our agency does -- in fact, one of my jobs

  6    is to represent our agency with what's known as the Arctic

  7    Council.  It's made up of eight Arctic nations.  We

  8    collect data, environmental data.

  9              Well, there are six working groups.  One is

 10    focused on collecting environmental data, including

 11    physical oceanography for the whole circumpolar area.

 12    There is one working group that's for emergency

 13    preparation and preparedness.  And that's to have

 14    cooperation from nation to nation.  Well, first of all, to

 15    prevent any kind of oil spill and, second of all, to

 16    cooperate with each other if there was an oil spill.  So

 17    you know, when you've got neighboring nations, Canada to

 18    U.S., U.S. to Russia, Russia to Norway, and so forth,

 19    that's how that works.

 20              Let's see.  I think your points on the

 21    discharges are well taken.  I'm definitely not an expert

 22    in that area.  Those permits, the national pollution --

 23    NPDES, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System

 24    permits are run by EPA, and the idea is to minimize toxic

 25    pollutants from going into the water.  And we -- our
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  1    agency cooperates with EPA on those permits that are

  2    related to operations on the Outer Continental Shelf.

  3              So one of the studies related to toxic

  4    pollutants that has been going on for, let's see, I would

  5    say a good three years in the Chukchi Sea is baseline

  6    studies, including heavy metals and POPs and those kind of

  7    things to measure against if there were -- once operations

  8    get going out in the Chukchi to, you know, have a baseline

  9    to check against any potential effects that might occur

 10    after.

 11              And we have worked with the -- the scientists of

 12    the North Slope Borough on developing our studies,

 13    particularly with respect to bowhead whale studies, marine

 14    mammal studies, you know.  Suyedam and the other guy,

 15    Craig George, worked a lot with them.  And Shell has

 16    given, I think, the North Slope Borough $5,000,000 to do

 17    environmental studies, and there are some preliminary

 18    talks about sort of maximizing their -- that study -- or

 19    the studies can be done out of that money with the studies

 20    that we have with our money so that we can kind of

 21    maximize the effect of our studies.

 22              So anybody else?  Did that get to all -- I think

 23    that got to the ones I caught.

 24                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Yeah, the elimination

 25    of those.  Thank you.
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  1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But those are very

  2    important points.  Go ahead.

  3                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  My name is Raymond

  4    Aguvluk, A-G-U-V-L-U-K, and I work for my Native Village

  5    of Wainwright as an EPA.  And I need, like, more

  6    information about -- you guys mail them to my box number

  7    or to Native Village of Wainwright, Box 143, Wainwright,

  8    Alaska 99782.  I think I wrote it down.  Let me check.

  9    So -- and I just started working November, so --

 10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Okay.  So you are new in

 11    your position, then.

 12                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  I know Shell was

 13    here all summer with us, you know.  I was working for them

 14    this summer as a radio operator, comm center.  And they

 15    had a little bit of problems, you know, trying to do

 16    seismic because the ocean and, you know, the wind don't

 17    match together.

 18              So I'm glad Salazar stopped the drilling next

 19    year, right?  That's what I heard.  So he stopped drilling

 20    up there.  So I'm happy, you know.  We don't want to see

 21    oil spill like -- I mean, what about if we got an oil

 22    spill; what you guys going to do with our people?  I mean,

 23    we eat from out there, you know.  And you guys going to

 24    send us chicken or steak?  No way.  We love our garden out

 25    there, so --
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  1              And send me all that information about you guys'

  2    deal so I could obtain my council, you know.  I'm hoping

  3    we have a meeting pretty soon, so -- if I got any

  4    questions, I'll call Mike here, so --

  5                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Please.

  6                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  When are you guys

  7    going to start the five-year plan?

  8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Right now.  That's what

  9    this meeting is about.

 10                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  With no people?

 11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  This meeting is a little

 12    rough because we weren't planning it till a little bit

 13    later in the week, but we got weathered out from getting

 14    into Point Hope or Point Lay, so we tried to get -- as

 15    best we could, get the word out.

 16                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  I mean, people are

 17    spoiled with door prizes.  If you had door prizes, this

 18    place would be full, like buy diesel for them or

 19    something.

 20                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  We do have one.  Here

 21    you go.

 22                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Joseph, he had told us

 23    about door prizes and how important they are.  So

 24    Joseph --

 25                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  What?  This is my
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  1    prize?

  2                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  You have to shake my hand

  3    for the photo.

  4                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Am I eating chicken now

  5    already?

  6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Even better than chicken.

  7                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  I got a door prize

  8    already.  Carrot cake.  Yeah, good for my eyesight.  Will

  9    that help with my eyesight?  Thank you.

 10                    MR. ROB MCWHORTER:  That's from Barrow.

 11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We brought that all the

 12    way from Barrow.  We imported it at great expense, great

 13    expense.

 14                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So I'm just learning

 15    about EPA's steps, so I'm still going to -- my boss is

 16    coming from Anchorage, going to train me some more next

 17    week.  Hopefully this week.  So I'll be available if you

 18    guys -- if you guys don't contact Ira, you could ask for

 19    Raymond, you know, if you guys start coming back.  So I'll

 20    be happy.  I want to communicate with you guys, you know.

 21    So --

 22                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We will accept comments

 23    through March 31st.

 24                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So maybe -- did you

 25    guys mail those comments to each box holder, or no?
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  1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Oh, once we receive the

  2    comments --

  3                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  You want a form to send

  4    to each box number?

  5                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  If you guys mail

  6    them, some people will fill them out, you know.

  7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We can do that.

  8                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  All right.  Thanks.

  9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  We will be

 10    back in some months down the road for another round of

 11    public meetings with the draft environmental impact

 12    statement.

 13                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  So are you guys

 14    going to work with the village corporation and the city

 15    council or --

 16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  No.  We haven't had -- we

 17    have had government to government meetings, or tried to

 18    have them, but -- and we will -- let's say today we didn't

 19    make it with the Wainwright for government to government,

 20    but we will try to make up for this by doing one over the

 21    phone that we will arrange.

 22                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  I wish there was

 23    more people, you know, so --

 24                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  When we were here in

 25    November, there were, like, 25 people, so this whole area
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  1    was filled up.  So -- all right.

  2                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  Yeah, thanks.

  3                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  My name is

  4    Marjorie Angashuk.  I used to work for -- fire station for

  5    Wainwright Fire Department for 20 years.  And then after I

  6    retired, they want me to come back for five more years.  I

  7    say I'm going to drop dead.  I don't want to.  So I find

  8    out -- I find out myself in a hard way, and I was thinking

  9    like this and I say, oh, my God, everything sure change.

 10              When I was growing up, there used to be all

 11    kinds of animals.  Nowadays when we get to our age, not

 12    enough.  And then when I went to Barrow for Elders'

 13    conference, I listened to some of the stories.  I know

 14    that there is lots, lots, and lots of Elders complaining

 15    where is our animal.  We don't want to eat hamburger.  We

 16    don't want to eat French fry.  We don't want to eat

 17    chicken.  We want to eat Eskimo food on our own way.  And

 18    I told them yeah, everything is changed around.

 19              I notice ice is changing different.  The weather

 20    is changing.  The animals is changing.  Where are they go?

 21    They are gone.  Where is the caribou?  Hardly any.  We

 22    used to get how many when I was growing up, but nowadays

 23    we only get only one.  Nowadays.  We used to go fox,

 24    trapping with my dad.  I used to be a trapper with my dad.

 25    Lots of fox:  Red fox, white fox, gray fox, blue fox, any
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  1    kind of fox.  My dad was a trapper, and I have to cook

  2    something for him while he's trapping around.

  3              But anyway, I just want to let you know why the

  4    world is changing around and hardly any animals coming

  5    this way.  Thank you.

  6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I have a question for

  7    you.  The animals you mentioned were land animals.

  8                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  Yeah.

  9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Would you say the same

 10    thing about the marine mammals?

 11                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  Yeah.

 12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Same thing?

 13                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  Yeah, same thing.

 14    All kinds of animal, polar bear, fox, walrus, seal, ducks

 15    and all those.

 16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Birds?

 17                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  Not enough.  I

 18    just wanted to let you know.  Thank you.

 19                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yep.  Thank you.  We

 20    don't do studies, by and large, for land mammals.  There

 21    are other agencies that do those kind of studies, but

 22    the -- we do waterfowl and then marine mammals and fish

 23    and those kind of things.  So we try to keep track of

 24    what's going on.

 25                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  My dad used to be

00016

  1    a hunter, hunting everything.  But now he's gone.

  2                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  I'm still gathering

  3    my thoughts.  Terry Tagarook.  I'm retired.  What I've

  4    learned, what I've learned from the past and from my

  5    Elders, the late Uncle Greg Tagarook read a scripture from

  6    the Bible, and it was before whaling season.  It said that

  7    the animals that God created for the North Slope residents

  8    and that those are the aboriginal people, indigenous

  9    people that were -- that migrated from across, and then we

 10    ended up here.  They ended up here, and that's where we

 11    grew up.

 12              He said they said to take care of the animals

 13    and they will multiply.  And they had.  And then those

 14    darn whalers, Yankee whalers, started coming around and

 15    almost depleted the whaling population until they had no

 16    use for the baleen or the blubber.  And from that, you

 17    know, we were taught to respect our land animals, our sea

 18    mammals, and to show respect to our land.  It will

 19    replenish every year.  So when we hunt our mammals out in

 20    the ocean or the land animals, we just get what we need to

 21    sustain us for the winter, coming winter.

 22              We have cellars in the summer that we could

 23    store for this long winter ahead when the caribou migrate

 24    back down south.  And we hunt our sea mammals and we store

 25    them in our cellars.  And that was a way of families
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  1    being -- and extended families going in one canoe or skin

  2    boat where these families got together and went out and

  3    got it.  What they brought back with them they divided

  4    among the people that went along in the boat.  They

  5    shared.  And sometimes they were lucky.  Sometimes they

  6    weren't.  They had nothing.

  7              But what our Elders and our forefathers had to

  8    learn was they studied the skies, the ocean, the winds,

  9    and they learned.  And back then the ice used to be really

 10    thick.  But today it's not as thick as it used to be.  It

 11    won't hold up a 50-foot whale.  It will just keep breaking

 12    unless we find ice that's piled up on top of each other

 13    that's thick enough to haul it up.  And it's getting

 14    harder to find ice thick enough to hold a 50-foot-plus

 15    whale.  And we were lucky to get a small whale this

 16    spring, last spring, and a 50-footer where we -- where we

 17    were able to pull it up.

 18              And it seems like this climate change is

 19    affecting the ice and late freeze up.  And that's -- I

 20    thought we were going to have good ice this year, this

 21    last year.  We had good ice, but then the wind came around

 22    and blew that ice all the way out, almost to the shore.

 23    And when the southwest or west wind came in, the ice piled

 24    up in front of -- on the beach.  And when that ice pile

 25    up, the pressure ridges are not as thick as they used to
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  1    be.  Almost three feet, in fact.  When you go down to the

  2    edge of the bank, you will see how thin it is.

  3              And climate change is affecting our walruses.

  4    The springtime, once the ice goes out after the whaling

  5    season, the ice goes out and doesn't come back anymore

  6    like it used to.  But when it used to, it used to come

  7    back in in August and, you know, just go ashore; and when

  8    the waves start coming in, they will be just like the

  9    breakers and keep the -- keep the banks from eroding.  But

 10    with the ice gone, we have more erosion nowadays.

 11              And what -- what the oil companies and the other

 12    agencies need to do is study what our people have learned

 13    about our environment.  Study what is going to happen to

 14    the food cycle of our land mammals -- I mean, sea mammals

 15    once that is depleted.  Once something happens, it's not

 16    going to come back.  And those are the very mammals we

 17    depend on when we are out gathering for the coming winter.

 18              And it's a small window of when we can hunt

 19    walruses.  But they are coming ashore.  Like when they

 20    came ashore close to Point Lay, they -- they had no ice to

 21    go to.  They just hauled out.  And that's going to be

 22    something that's going to be happening more often if the

 23    ice doesn't come back.

 24              And I'm thinking that sometime in the future the

 25    whales will be coming through, but I don't know if the ice
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  1    is going to be thick enough to hold a whale so we could

  2    butcher them on the ice.

  3              And these are things that you need to study, the

  4    food cycles of the different species in the ocean and what

  5    effect it will have if the food cycles is disturbed.

  6              And I would appreciate if the people that are

  7    going to be doing some exploration have other people study

  8    the ocean, the currents.  I know our people here in

  9    Wainwright and the corporation have been doing studies on

 10    the current with some of the oil companies.  I forget who.

 11              But I think that's a step toward working with

 12    the oil companies, working together to make things easier

 13    for both us and them and studying the currents and

 14    studying the winds and learning the conditions of the sea

 15    ice.  I think that this is the way to go about it.  But if

 16    you don't listen to us, why go out and then just disturb

 17    the cycle.

 18              That's all I have to say.  And I'm hoping that

 19    you show respect to our land and our sea like we have

 20    always.  Thanks.

 21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  All right.  Thanks.

 22                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Joseph Akpik again.  I

 23    want to thank Terry for a good comment, for having good

 24    relations with our tribal.  And I want to make this

 25    particular Executive Order 13-175.  This is a government
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  1    to government relation which means from Department of

  2    Interior to the Native Village of Wainwright and not any

  3    other entity like the North Slope Borough, even though the

  4    North Slope Borough is under the State jurisdiction.  But

  5    the Native Village of Wainwright is under the Department

  6    of Interior.  So this is the government to government

  7    relations to work closely with Native Village of

  8    Wainwright, Native Village of Point Hope, Native Village

  9    of Point Lay.

 10              And this is some of the things that we -- Terry

 11    were saying about our good working together.  And so this

 12    is what that Executive Order 13-175 meant, to have a good

 13    working relationship, work with these people, the Native

 14    and ICAS, Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.

 15              And so these are some of the things that we can

 16    do because the State of Alaska is starting to get an

 17    interest and we would like to override State of Alaska

 18    because they only have three miles jurisdiction.  The

 19    tribal have 20 miles.  The federal government have 20

 20    miles limit.  And it's going to be subject.  And not with

 21    the State.  And so the State has been intervening every

 22    which way, and especially on this Arctic coastal.  We

 23    would like to see our good relations with the other

 24    coastal communities that we can work together, along with

 25    our agency from the Department of Interior.  And so public
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  1    relations, government to government relations means a lot

  2    to what Terry has said, and I'm glad that he had said

  3    that.

  4              And another thing is Executive Order 12-898,

  5    February 4, 1998, Jefferson -- President Clinton put that

  6    executive order, environmental justice, put it.  Yeah.

  7    Let me get this straight here.  Environmental justice.  We

  8    have to follow along, which Native Village of Wainwright

  9    is going to follow along, which it is the policy that the

 10    Department of Interior have to respect us and abide by

 11    that executive order, environmental justice.  And so

 12    hopefully our working relations can work together to make

 13    it work.

 14              I know we are -- the situation we are in is very

 15    risky in every which way.  The ice -- we can see right now

 16    when I observed coming in from Barrow this morning, there

 17    is an open lead already.  Must be ten miles out.  And gee

 18    whiz.  And further up north toward Barrow, there is open

 19    lead already.  What does that tell us?  It's ready to

 20    break open.

 21              And so these are some of the things that's

 22    unpredictable.  It's very risky, and it's going to be very

 23    risky for platforms.  If they ever do decide to drill on

 24    platforms, the platforms is -- I don't know what would

 25    happen if that ice pressure puts out against the platform.
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  1    There it is.  And so it's not only going to be the ice

  2    movement.  It's going to be the ice current, like I said

  3    earlier.

  4              And another thing that I would like to comment

  5    is I hope that they don't make the ring seals nor the

  6    bearded seals as an endangered species.  Those are the two

  7    species that we hunt in summertime, spring and summer.

  8    And this is mostly our sea mammal diet food that we have,

  9    the blubber.  We need the blubber in order to keep warm.

 10    If I don't eat blubber, I get cold out there.  I haven't

 11    eaten blubber for two months.  And these clothes, it don't

 12    matter.  It's cold now.  If you don't eat no blubber, if

 13    we don't eat our Native food -- like Marjorie says, we

 14    need our food, our Native food, blubber.  This is our

 15    survival diet.

 16              And so hopefully you don't get that ringed seal

 17    and the bearded seal as an endangered species.  And I

 18    would encourage the Department of Interior not to make it

 19    an endangered species, neither the polar bear, because

 20    there are plenty enough.  There are.  And this is why we

 21    respect the nature.  We follow nature.  It tells us.  If

 22    the current don't let us, well, we will wait for another

 23    day.  If it's blowing the wrong different directions, our

 24    lunch are not coming.  The eider ducks are not coming.

 25    Eider ducks are our lunch.  A whale is our dinner.
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  1              And so these are some of the things that we

  2    have -- our main diets.  If I eat a hamburger, if I eat

  3    even beef, I get hungry after a while.  But if I eat

  4    whale, I can last for a day and a half.  And so this is

  5    the diet that we have.  And so we have to preserve in

  6    every which way we can.  Thank you very much.

  7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  Well,

  8    anybody -- we have got a small crowd here, so --

  9                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  There's a lot of

 10    Elder out in Barrow complain about Eskimo food.  They get

 11    hungry for blubber.  They don't want to eat -- they get

 12    tired of White people food.  I don't want that.  That make

 13    me sick.  That's how come most of the people are dying

 14    from different kind of food.

 15                    MR. JOSEPH AKPIK:  Obesity is coming out.

 16    Chemicals are all in there.  But we got natural food.

 17    Thank you.  Go ahead, Marjorie.

 18                    MS. MARJORIE ANGASHUK:  I was just sitting

 19    by one of the Elders, and she was from Nuiqsut, and she

 20    holler her heart out and she asked, God, bring our food

 21    back.  She say, if I eat muktuk the way you say, right, if

 22    I eat muktuk, we won't get hungry days.  Keep us warm,

 23    muktuk.

 24              I remember when I was growing up when I was

 25    small, I used to be really cold, and I say to my dad, Dad,
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  1    I'm cold.  I go in the sleeping bag, I want to run around

  2    the little house, and he would cut a piece of muktuk for

  3    me, blubber, and I lay in the bed and then I go like this

  4    [demonstrating] and I start getting hot.  That made me

  5    feel so good.  I still remember the way I was growing up.

  6    Nowadays, we don't know why we don't see enough polar bear

  7    nowadays.  But now everything changed.

  8                    MR. TERRY TAGAROOK:  One last comment.

  9    When I was in the service and I was overseas for 11 months

 10    and 28 days, and I was out in the boonies and eating

 11    C-rations for the whole year, and my system had got used

 12    to the C-rations that the Army gave us for meals.  I

 13    hardly ate any, but we were all young, you know, 19-,

 14    20-year-olds.  And we were pretty active.  And then having

 15    to eat the C-rations that they gave us for the whole year,

 16    except for Thanksgiving and Christmas when we had a turkey

 17    out in the field.

 18              And then when I came back, you know, my system

 19    was not used to the Native food that I was used to before

 20    I went over, and I had to get -- get used to the food that

 21    I grew up with.  It took a while.  But the hardest one was

 22    the walrus, and it just -- and I think I ate too much at

 23    one time.  And then I had to take it slowly a little bit

 24    at a time, and got my system back into the Inupiaq system

 25    again instead of the C-rations.  And that's the difference
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  1    that I noticed when I came back.  I had to get used to the

  2    Native food I grew up with.

  3              So that's something that -- what our oceans have

  4    out there, that's our food.  And with our store shelves

  5    starting to look empty now with that bypass meal not

  6    coming through anymore, we have to wait maybe how many

  7    days for this kind of food, the chicken or beef or

  8    whatever.  It's getting harder to -- with that bypass meal

  9    not going through like it used to.  That hotel food is not

 10    too good.  It taste good on it, but they don't last long.

 11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, all right.

 12    Everybody, we are okay to close the meeting?  Raymond, you

 13    have anything else to say?

 14                    MR. RAYMOND AGUVLUK:  No.

 15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We don't want to cut

 16    anybody off.  We are off the record.

 17               (Proceedings adjourned at 8:08 p.m.)
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